Iraq: U.S. arms will not alter balance 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Infoimation Miaister Latif Nassif AJ 
Jassem said secret U.S. arms supplies to Tehran would not c hang e 
the balance of forces on the ban-Itaq wai&ont. He told me 
Beirut-based magazine A1 Nahar, in an interview to be published 
on Monday; still possesses complete superiority.'' The 
ministersaida'*gr»t conspiracy" between the United States and 
Israel was behind the arms deal. The Defence Ministry newspaper 
Al Qadisiya alw aired the theory, saying in an editorial: 'it was a 
con^uacy planned by several international circles to undermine 
Iraq's raiJii^ superiority and its future development." 



Moscow frees another dissident 


MOSCOW (R)-— Leadag Crimean Tartar activist Mustafa Driiemilyov 
has been fie^ fiom a Sflwnan l^ur camp and can return home, friends 
of tfaefamSysaid.'lh^said Mr. tMemSyov.^dio has^WDtover Uyeaxs 
in jail or Mcfle for pro mo tin g the Crimean Tartar cause, telq>boDed the 
news to Mbsoow.'He and his wife Sahmar lold the frieo^ was hamg 
allowed to return ho^ to Ihshkent The release of Mr. DriiemDyov.who, 
figures pRwlneatly in Western lists of Soviet '‘prisoaers of consdence," ' 
flowed liftm of forced esdie from i^iysidst Sakharov. Soviet 
leader l^khauS. Gorbachev called Or. Sakharov and his wifeon Tuesd^ 
to teO them they could letura to Moscow wi^ut anv ocmd itioos. Tatiana 
Yankelevich. Dr. Sakharov’s stqxlaiigbter, said at &r home in Newton, 
Massadiusetts. Dr. Sakharov ^ iS wife are lo return to 

Moscow next week. 
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Iraq reports new 
raid on shippii^ 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said its 
warplanes attacked a “veiy large 
naval target" in the Gulf near the 
Iranian coast on Saturday. A 
military spokesman said the target 
was hit at 7 p.m. and all aircraft 
returned safely to base. Use of the 
description “very large'' indicated 
the attack might have been on a 
supertanker. Iraq had not used the 
term for more than a year. 

Ireland to close 
Beirut embassy 

BEIRUT fAP) — Ireland is 
.closing its embassy in Lebatton, 
citing economic and security 
reasons, the Foreign Ministiy said 
Saturday. The announcementsaid 
the Irish decision was relayed to 
the Foreign Ministry in Beirut 
through diplomatic channels. Irish 
embassy officials were not 
immediately reachable for 
oomment. The embassy staff in 
west Beirut will leave Lebanon in 
10 days, the announcement 
added, without further 
elaboration. 

Sheikh Zayed in 

Sanaa for dam 
openii^ 

! MANAMA (AP) ~ United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibtt Sultan Al Nahayan arrived in 
the North Yemeni capital Sanaa 
on Saturday for the inauguration 
I -of the Mareb Dam. the official 
' Emirates News Agency report^. 
Sheikh Zayed financed the S90 
mOfion project, w4iich is designed 
to secure water supplies for the 
Red Sea state located on the 
, southern tip of the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

Shamir assails U.N. 

CAIRO (R) — Israeli Prttne 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir was 
quoted on Saturday as saying the 
United Nations was not the most 
j suit^le body to negotiate peace. 

I ’"TheUJ'i.isiiotthebestqualified 
• organisation capable of adiieving 
I peace anywhere in the world. It is 
a mere meeting place for foreign 
. mmisfer."hetoldthesemi-o^cia] 
Cairo newspaper Al Ahram in an 
interview'. Mr. Shamir said he 
favoured the formation of a 
ministerial committee comprising 
Egypt, Jordan and Israel to 
negotiate Palestinian “self-rule" 
and conditions for oo-existence 
between Israel and the Arabs. Mr. 
Shamir said that he did not rule 
.out the convening of a Mi^le 
East peace conference “but 
possibly only after we (Arab 
countries and Israel) reach 
agreement first through direct 
negotiations." 

Chirac scores 
political victory 

PARIS (R) — R^t-wing Prime 
Minister Jacques Qiirac won a key 
test of strength against Sciolist 
PiestdeDt Francois Mitterrand on 
Saturday when the French Senate 
approved social measures 
inciuding a controversial labour 
law reform. Mr. Oiirac's coalition 
of Gaullist RPR and centre-right 
UDF deputies pu^ed through the 
reform, w'hich will allow women to 
work at night and introduce 
greater flexibOJiy in the woiking 
week . despite strong protests from 
Mr. Mitterrand's Socialist alfies. 
The Senate approved the social 
•measuies bQI by 515 votes (RPR 
and UDF) to S7 (Socialists and 
Communists). 
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Jordanian and Saudi 

leaders discuss Arab 
situation and summit 

King scheduled to visit Kuwait after 
talks with Saudi monarch in Damascus 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with r^ency di^tches 

DAMMAM — Their Majesties King Hussein 
and King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi 
Arabia opened talks here Saturday on topics 
believed to centre on the latest developments 
in the Arab arena and moves towards 
convening an Arab summit. 

expected the issue to be discussed 
by King Hussein and King Fahd. 

Tbe sources said the Jan. 26 
Islamic summit K) be held in 
Kuwait was also expected to be an 
item in die agenda for the talks. 
Kuwait has asked Jordan to exert 
efforts towards clearing the Arab 
and Tgiamic atmo^hcte and make 
itconducive to the total success of 
the meetmg g of ^ heads of 
memberstates of the Otj^isation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC), the 
sources Said. 

According to the sources, 
Jordan was also hoping that if an 
Arab summit, Jo^ called -for by 
His Majesty the King, could notbe 
convened before the Jan. 26 
gathering in Kuwait, Arab leaders 
could meet on the fringes of the 
OIC meeting. 

The Kuwait News Agency 


The Jordan News ^ency. 
Petra, said the talks, which were 
attended by senior officials from 
both sides, were wirfain the course 
of consultations and coordination 
between the two countries in 
relation ro develcroments in the 
Arab arena in a bid to further 
boost bflateral cooperation. 

Well-informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that ways and 
means to convene the 
mudi-delayed I3th Arab summit 
were expected to figure high in 
cfiscussions between tbe two 
monarchs. Inter-Arab 
dlffeieDces, a rift between Syria 
and Iraq prominent among them, 
have held up the ^tiieriag of the 
Arab hi^s of state since 1982. 

Both Joxdw and Saudi Arabia 
are tiybg to settle Syrian-lraqi 
differences and the sources 


(KUNA) reported on Saturday 
that the was scheduled to 
visit Kuwait on Sundt^ after his 
taiicR in Saudi Arabia. The agen^ 
said the King’s talks with King 
Faihd and Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
J^r Al Ahmad Al Sabah were 
expected to concern proq>ect5 for 
the Arab summit couerence. 

King Hussein, who is 
amnmpanied by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Cfoef 
Marwan Al Qasem. Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
G^t^ Siarif Zaid Ibo Siaker 
and Foreigo Minister Taher Al 
Masri, was accorded a wans 
welcome upon his arrival Saturday 
afternoon. King Fahd led die 
Saudi delation that welcomed 
the King. 

The King was seen off from 
Amman by His Royal Highness 


Crown Pimoe Hassan. Ofoinet 
members. Upper House of 
Pariiame nt Speaker Afamad Al 
Lawzi, Lower House Speyer 
Akef Al Fayez, Court Miaister 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Chief 
Cihairdbedaia Prinoe lia'd Dm 
Zaid and senior civil and armed 
forces c^c^. 

Prince Hassan was sworn ia as 
Regent before the King's 
departure. 


Walsh to have wide power in 
probe into U.S.-Iran-contra deal 

Focus shifts to whether any funds 
at all reached Nicaraguan rebels 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - A 
Watergate -style special 
prosecutor with wide powers will 
take over the major investigation 
into arms sales to Iran and 
diversion of the profits to the 
right-wing Nicaraguan rebels 
k^wn as contras. 

Judge Lawrence Walsh, 74, was 
directed by a special three-judge 
federal panel to invest^te fully 
official and unofficial US.support 
since 1984 for the contras and the 
Iran arms deal. 

Mr. Walsh’s appointment as 
special prosecutor was announced 
Friday as congressional 
committees completed 
preliminary investigations of the 
operatbn which his rocked the 
presidency. 

Attorney General Edwin 
Meese told the House of 
Representatives Intelligence 
Committee that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North, 
who directed the Iran -contra 
operation from the White House. 


bad -told him President Rea^ 
had 00 knowledge of dm diversion 
of profits to the oontz^. 

Mr. Meese admitted the 
administratioa bad only a vague 
idea how much money was 
involved and n4iether ffie contras 
ever received any. 

Mr. Meese suggested Mr. 
Reagan mw have been under 
sedation following cancer surgery 
when be ^proved the first 
shipment or arms to Iran in 
August 1985, Congressman 
Geoige Brown said (Sm 2). 

The house committee is 
expected to question retired Air 
Force Genexid Ridiatd Secord. 
vriio helped CbL Nordi, early next 
week. 

ffonner White House National 
Securi^ Council (NSC) chief 
Robert McFarlane and Mr. 
Reagan^ of staf^ Donald 
Regan, gave contradictory 
testimony- to congressional 
investigatois. 

Mr. McFarlane said the 


piesidentgave verbal approval for 
arms to te sold 'to Iran eariy in 
Aug^st 198S in the hope of 
achieving better relations with its 
; revolutk>naiygovemment.eading 
the Itan-lraq war and winning the 
release of African hostagesneld 
by pro-Iranian groups in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Regan said the president 
gave his consent for the deal after 
an arms shfoment had been made 
ta Iran ana the release of one 
hostage had been secured. 

Mr. Meese, who disclosed the 
mpaxent diversba of funds from 
me Iran sales to a Swiss bank 
account to which the contras had 
access, told reporters “at this date, 
we don't know exactly how mudi 
money was involved,” 

In his or^foal announcement 
on Nov. 25, Mr. Meese had 
estimated $10 millioo to $30 

(Ccmdnned on page 3) 

U.S. and ferael abo involved in 
Angolan arms, page 2 


U.S. not to 

‘pressure’ 

Kuwait 

KUWATT (AP) — Kuwait said 
Saturday the United States had 
denied it was a^ ing for the release' 
of 17 terrorists held in Kuwait 
whose freedom has been 
demanded by kidnappeis holding 
Americans in Lebanon. 

Fbtei^ Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahn^ said the assurance was 
included in a message be received 
from Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz and delivered U.S. 
Ambassador Anthony Quainton. 

Reports of U5. pressure to free 
17 convicts in return for American 
hostages held by the pro-Iranian 
Islamic Jihad have suifaced lately 
as part of the US.-Irm amis 
scandal 

Sheikh Sabah quoted Mr. 
Shultz as saying in me message: 
“The United States has noming 
whatever to do with $u^ 
pressures." 

The 17 have been convicted for 
tbe December 19S3 bombmg of 
the U5. and French emba^ies 
and four government buildings in 
KuwaiL 

*Nordi ristted Beihit in October,’ 
page 2 


ReaganfinalisesMidgetmaiil 
missiles and mobile MXs 


WASHINGTON (APJ - 
President Ronald Reagan has 
decided to proceed with 
development of a small, 
single-warhead intercontinental 
missile called the “Mklgetman." 
the White House announced 
Friday. 

Mr. Reagan also has approved a 
plan ro des^ a new r^-based 
systemfordeploymentof the giant 
MXmissfie,tiie White House said 
in a statement. 

It said the**MidgBtman'' missile 
would be mounted on inobQe 
launchers, either at existing 
missile bases or “in random 
movement." 

The MX and Midgetman 
programmes, itcoatmued, “areaa 
integrated package" in Mr. 
Reagan's to modernise the 
U.S. mielear weraons force. 

The White House did not 
mention a specific number of 
missiles it bo^ to build, but Mr. 
Reagan is expected to ask 
Congress to wthorise another SO 
MX nuclear missDes that would be 
deployed by placing them on rail 
cars. 

Mr. Reagan’s decision has been 
mcpected for more titan a weds, 
since Defence Secretary Ca^tar 
Wenberger forwarded to the 


White House bis 
recommendations and the 
findings of an air force study. 

Congress had ordered the air 
force to review the MX and 
Midgetman programmes at a 
turning point for the United 
States* land-based nuclear 
arsenal. 

Unlike the Soviet Union, the 
United States does not have any 
mobile, land-based 
intercontinental missile. 

Congressional leaders have 
argued that sudi mobile missiles 
would make the United States' 
nuclear forces more survivable 
and add to deterrence by 
complicating Soviet war plans. 

The Pentagon has already 
begun developing the Midgetman 
missfle in response to such 
congressional arguments. But the 
Re^an administiation also has 
argued forcefully ^ so far to no 
a%^ — that it needs 100 of the 
. giant, 10-warhead MX missOes 

The administratioa sources said 
Fridt^ that Mr. Reagan had 
decided to tte the two proerarnmes 
together in his fiscal 19w budget 
proposal and add the feature of 
mobifiiy to the MX in hopes of 
overcoming congressional 
opposition. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is sworn in as R^oit before 
His >frycsty the King's departure on a working visit to Saudi .Arabia 
on Saturday (photo on left) and the King is seen oft by tbe Crown 


Plrince and senior officials foUowir^ the swearing-in ceremony (Petra 
photo) 


OPEC 

adopts 

majority 

accord to 

reassert 

hold on 

market 

GENEVA (R) -OPEC, wilh the 
sole but significant disseming 
voice of Iraq, has adopted a twin 
(dtei of output cuts and fixed 
prices to chaige tibe world more 
for crude and to reassert its grip on 
the world o0 maiket. 

Twelve of the Oiganisatioa of 
Petroleum Exporting CoontriesT 
(C/PEC) 13 states. -agreed to ** 
Mudi Arabian proposal to cut 
output 7.25 per cent to the first 
half of next year and to ret 
taJce-it-or-Jeave-it prices of 518 a 
barrel by February. 

The nx)ve herded a major 
softening of position by the 
group's big^^st teqx>rter, Saudi 
Arabia, which had resisted oufout 
cuts. 

It was also a seti)adc for radical 
Iran, which had been shaping 
OPECs output policy over the 
past six months, delegates said, 
although tiiey added that it was 
Iran's final, pragmatic w illingness 
to approve the accord without 
Iraq's endorsement that broke the 
deadlock. 

More inqrortantly, it could 
s^al the final reverse of tbe oil 
price collapse which started a year 
ago when massive overproduction 
by OPEC caused pric^ to aa^ 
fromSSOa barrel to lows of nine in 
July, they said. 

fraqrefus^ toacoratacutinits 
ouq>utbecause the other 12states 
would trot meet its fong-standing 
demand for an output quota equal 
to its Gulf war foe Iran, leaving a 
significant chink in an otiierwise 
firm show of uni^. 

“This agreement is not real 
because it has not been 
unaniorousiy endorsed. To raise 
the price of oQ to a reasonable 
level is an objective shared by all, 
bat the path to achieve that 
objective should not be at the 
expense of Iraq," Iraqi Oil 
Minister Qassem Ahoiad Taqi 
raid in a statement 
All states have been given a 
month to ratify the agreement. It 
says that if any one member 
breaks tbe accord, tiie otiiers are 
not bound by it a clause which 
could test the ^group's often leaky 
production disc^Ime, delegates 
said. 

Under the terms of the 
s^reement, clinched just before 
dawn Friday morning, OPEC 
would cut its output from around 
1 7 millioD bands DOT day (1^) at 
present to 15.8 muli(»i bpd in the 
first six months of next year. 

Ths would sfobon orore than a 
milfion bpd of OPEC production 
from the over-supplied world o3 
matitet to befo raise pnc& to tbe 
OPEC goal of $18 a barrel from 
around $1450 when the talks 
began on Dec. 8. 

But witii Iraq- disassociating 
itself from the agreement, the 
cutbadt computes to about four 
per cent, and it remains to be seen 
how tiiis will match oil traders' 
expectations when the free market 
opens in Asia on Monday 
morning. (See ddafls on page 7). 

The other line of attack on the 
world oil market is a decision to 
renira to fixed prices around an 
SIS base. 


Syrian troops overpower 
Tawheed in Tripoli flare-up 

Fighting escalates around Beirut camps 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian 
troops in ta^s and armoured cars 
on &turdsy overran the last 
pocket of Muslim fundamentalisc 
resistance in the north Ld)anese 
city of Ttfooli after more than 30 
hours of fierce batdes, police said. 

Sporadic shooting died away 
around midday as heavQy armed 
Syrian troops hunted for hostile 
militiamen in the crowded 
fundamentalist district of 
Tabbanah and otiier areas of the 
port c^. the sources added. 

Police said at least 30 people 
were killed and 60 wounded in the 
fating, described as the worst for 
more a year in Trfooli, 75 
kilometies north of Beirut 

In Beirut, “camps war'' fighting 
escalated late Saturday witii tank 
shells falling on Palestinian canqis 
at arateof 10 a minute,. residents- 
said. 

Syrian troops reopened the 
main road from Beirut to Ttfooli, 
70 kilometres north of the coital, 
after it had been dosed, for 24 
hours because of tiie fi^^ting, 
whidi residents described as the 


worst in tbe city for more than a, 
year. 

Syria is tbe main power broker 
in Lebanon and has some 25,000 
troops in north and east Lebanon. 
Several hundred were deployed in 
Tr^li 15 mondis ago at the end 
of batdes between Tawheed and 
Syrian-backed leftist guerrillas. . 

Analysts have connected the 
batde with tbe “camps war*' in 
Beirut and South Lebanon, 
because of past ties between some 
Taw'heed officials and the 
Palestine Liberation Ozganisation 
(PLO). 

Syria blames tbe fating at 
Palestinian refugee cairns on what 
it describes as PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s attempts to 
reestablish his Ldranon -power 
base, while Mr. Arafat says Syria 
and its Shfite Mudim Amal 
militia alHes are trying to drive 
Palestinians out of Lebanon. 

Trfooli-based reporters said 
SaOuday tbe Syrvuis brought m 
infantry reinforcements to quell 
hit-and-nm grenade attadts on 
their check^ints by masked 


Tawheed militiamen in Tabbaoeh, 
a traditional Tawheed stxon^old. 

Meanvriifle, PLO fighters and 
militiamen of Justice Minister 
'Nabih Bern's Amal duelled witii 
mortars and machine guns around 
Beirut's refugee cai^ of ShatiUa 
and Bouij Al Barajneh. 

Police said two people were 
killed and seven wound^ in the 
Beirut fighting. 

The casualties raised the known 
toll from 26 dt^'s of PLO-Amal 
batdes in Beirut and South 
Lebanon to 531 killed and 1356 
injured, police count. 

PLO communiques said 
defenders of ShatiUa cruriied an 
attentot by Amal miUtiamen to 
storm the besii^ed canq>. 

Amal, on its pan, accused 
Palestinian gunners of 
“mdiscriminately sheliing" 
densely populated Shfite slums 
around tite Beirut camps from the 
Lebanese central mountains. 

A haid-lme Amal official dealt 
a new blow to Iranian eftorts to 

(Contfanicd on pi^ 3) 


Pakistani cabinet resigns 
over Karachi violence 


ISLAMABAD(Agencies) -The 
Pakistani cabinet resigned on 
Saturday in the wake of Karachf s 
worst inter-oommunal riots which 
have left 184 people dead and 
hundreds injured in the country's 
biggest city. 

A government spokesman said 
Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo, who stays in office, would 
name a new cabinet within a few 
days. 

The mass resignation of all 22 
federal ministersand 12 ministers 
of state occurred at the end of a 
detailed cabmet debate on law and 
order following this week's 
disturbances. 

MeanwhUe a young boy was 
shot dead and another seriously 
injured *.vfaen troops opened fire 
on c few-breakers in the 
strife-toiu port city, eyewitnesses 
quoted by Reuter said 

Police also reported an 
exchange of fire between 
Pakistani and Afghan Patfaans 
after an explosion in a residential 
suburi). A 13-year-old Afghan 


boy was injured. 

Patiians have been involved in 
ferocious clashes all week with the 
traditionally rival Mohajir 
community of migrants from other 
parts of former British India after 
1947-partition. 

Tbe two groups had accused 
each other of drug-trafficking and 
provoking last week’s major 
anti-flarooties drive against the 
predominantly Patbao suburb of 
Sohrab Goth, in which hundreds 
of houses were bulldozed. 

Tbe government has blamed 
drug-dealers for inciting tbe riots, 
which broke out after a group of 
Pathans went ‘ja a spree of 
shooting, stabbing and burning in 
a Mohajir area. 

The government did not say 
that the resignations were the 
direct result of the ribtmg, and 
there had been ^wculation that 
Mr. Junejo would reshuftle the 
cabinet to improve its 
effectiveness before the 
disturbances started. 


Chad reports ^aU-ouP 
Libyan attack in north 


N'DJAMENA (Agencies) — 
Chad said Satuidt^ Libyan troops 
had laundied an aU-nout tnslau^t 
on former .rebel forces in the 
Dorth-eastera part of die country. 

The anzty command said 
Littyan ground froops, tanks and 
planes .were attacking the towns of 
BaitiaL Zouar and Wour, held by 
former rebel leader (>»ikouni 
Oueddefs popular Armed Forces. 

The Chadian communique 
called for "general mobSisatioo'' 
but it was not immediately dear 
)^edier this implied a call to arms 
in the country as a whole. 

The high command said in a 
statement die attack was laundied 
at 6 a.m. and was r^iog ‘*with 
incredible violence.” 

The “patriotic fbroes,’’ as Mr. 
GoukounfsfonaerTi^lsare now 
referred to by Prerident Hksene 
Habre'sgoveiDfflent, were putting 
^ strong resistance to “the' 
aggressors,'' the statement 


It said Lilm has sent a lai]ge 
contingent of men and supplies 


across the border before 
launching what it calM “an 
all-out offensive'' against FAP 
stroo^iolds. 

Prance earlier this week 
parachuted food and ammunition 
to Mr. Goukounfs forces who 
have mined against their fonoer 
Libyan allies. 

Lfoya now supports a rival rd>el 
group led by AcheikhJba Oumar. 

The United States reoentty 
agreed to rush up to $15 mfllioa 
wortii of mititBiy aid to the Habre 
government to help it beat bade 
Lfoyan attacks. 

France, Chad's former cokmial 
ruler, has 1200 men in the 
govemment-held south. But it has 
repeated^ said it wQ] not support 
any attempt to recapture the 
nortii. 

The Libyan news a^cy, 
JANA, said in Tx^li on Sahxrd^ 
that Libyan-backed rebels 
fighting the Qtadiffl government 
were seeking Soviet assistanoe. 

The Libyan news agency efid not 
mention any Soviet re^onse. 


PLO wants 
league to 
reconsider 
Syrian 
mandate 
in Lebanon 

TUNIS (R) — The ^lestine 
Lfoeration Organisation (PLO) 
urged the Arab League on 
Saturday to reconsider its 
1 0-year-old mandate over Syrian 
peacekeeping troops in Leb^n. 

Ai^ l^gue foreign ministers, 
are due. to hold an emeigency' 
meeting in Tunis on Monday to 
discuss Lebanon's “canqTs 
between the Shfite Muslims Amal 
militia and Palestinians. 

Some 700 people have been 
killed since S^tember 30 in the 
struggle for control of Palestinian 
refugee caiiqis in l^irutand South 
Leb^n. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO political d^rtment. said in 
an interview with Reuters that 
Syria had intervened directly on 
the side of the Amal n^tia 
besieging the camps. 

He said Syria had violated the 
terms of a 1976 Arab Teague 
decision to set up an Arab 
Deterrent Force (ADF) to try to 
Stop Lebanon's civil war. Some 
25JKX) Syrian troops remain in 
Lebanon. 

"it should be noted that the 
Syrians failed to keep the peace in 
Lebanon ” Mr. Kaddoumi saM 
"Therefore the Arab League 
rirould reconsider tius mandate 
given to the Syrims.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi aid be would 
bead tbe PLO delegation to 
Monebty’s meeting. 

Faitiy as a result of strong 
^ian (^iposition, only f^r 
foreign mioistejs turned up at tbe 
fiist meeting. The VLO hb since 
sent envoys to leaders of tbe 
2Z-meiiiber Arab League to urge 
high-level attendance this time. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said die PLO 
wants an Arab League committee . 
— preferably at foreign minis ter 
level — to ovetsee a ceasefire and 
irapteaeat decisions taken tty tbe' 
eaeigea^ meeting. It also wants 
an Arab force to saf^uard the 
canqis. 
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2 Home- Middle East news 


Western allies worried about 
Turkish- Greek border clash w^t to ^ 


ANKARA (R) — The Western defence alliance 
wants negotiations between NATO members Greece 
and Turkey after a border clash in which three 
soldiers were killed, Turkey said Saturday. 


Two Turkish soldiers and a 
Greek soldier were shot in an 
exchange of fire near the Turkish 
town of IpsaJa Frid^. 

Turkish Foreim Minister Vahit 
Halefoglu said the North Atlantic 
Trea^ Organisation (NATO) was 
“ooncemM by. the emergence of 
such an unpleasant situation 
between the two allies." 

'They want this to be concluded 
with negotiations as soon as 
possible," the semi-official 
Anatolian News Agency quoted 
him as tell^ reporters. 

A Turkish Fore^ Ministry 
official said the border area was 
calm Saturday. 

A ministfy spokesman told 
Reuters that Turkish and Greek 
border officials would meet on 
Mond^ to compile a written 
border protocol on the incident 
establishing where the bodies 
were found. 

Border officials met after the 
cla^, which the miaistry official 
said lasted several hours, but each 
side blamed the other. 

Mr. Halefoglu said Saturday 
there could be furti^er contacts 
with Greek officials after Turkey 
had studied the border protocol. 

"We Imow that we are right in 
this incideat and Greece is wrong, 
and we will follow it this way." he 
Turkey says two Greek 
soldiers cios^ the frontier aiKi. 


aftera warning TUrkish troops, 
other Greek soldieis opened ^ 
and killed a Turkish army 
lieutenant and a soldier. 

Afiieos says the clash started 
after Turitish troops crossed into 
Greece. 

Turkish newrspapers Saturday 
attacked Greece. The mass 
circulation Huirb^t sakJ ‘'Creeks 
are looking for trouble", and 
added that Ankara was calm but 
resolute. 

Relatioas between Turkey and 
Greece were already seriously 
strained by dilutes over Cyprus 
and over seabM and air control 
r^ts in the Aegean Sea. 

Meanwhfle a Greek militaiy 
source said Greek militaiy forces 
in the area were placed on alert 
and said extra troops had been 
dispatched to the 145 k^raetres 
river. The source also said military 
posts along the river had been 
moved to forward positkms. 

In Athens, government 
spokesman George Sefertzis 
oonCrraed the incident took place 
and said “fiiere are casualties." 
but did not elaborate. 

The source, who requested 
anonymity, identified the dead 
Greek soldier as Zissis 
Karagiorgos. 19 .from the 
nortfiera chy of Saloni». and the 
wounded one as Dimitries 
Karayannis, 20 from the western 


town of Alta. 

Acoording to the source, the 
incident occurred at midday when 
a group of five Turkish soldiers, 
all^edly on Greek soil, opened 
fire on a three-naan Greek patrol 
after refusing to comply with an 
Older to halt. 

The Greek soldier was killed 
and the ofiier wounded in the 
ensuing fire-fight, whidi took 
place in the marshes of the Evros 
River Delta near the town of 
Ferrai, the source said. 

The incident wfll add to the 
historic tension between Athens 
and Ankara, diplomats in Athens 
said Saturday.The Greek and 
Turkish regional military 
conunanders, who discussed the 
incident Friday night, agreed to 
consider it “Ic^ in extent." the 
Greek Defence Ministiy said. 

There has been tension in the 
area previously because of the 
pressure of hundreds of banians 
attempting to enter Greece 
Ul^ally. 

Greece accused Turkey last 
month of firing on the refugees to 
force them to cross into Greece. 

Ankara denied the charges and 
accused Greece of sending 
Iranians back to Turkey in breach 
of the Geneva Convention on the 
Status of Refugees. 

Both Athens and Ankara made 
strong protests about the 
shoottng, whidi Greek Fore^' 
Affairs Underseerstaty Yannis 
Kapsis called provocative. Greece 
said it reserved its ri^t to ask 
Turkey for conqiensation. 

Diplomats said that although 


both sidesseemed to be exercisii^ 
restraint the incident would add 
to already existing tensions 
between the two unwming NATO 
allies. 

“This incident was serious 
because deaths were involved and 
it can't but add to the long fine of 
disputes between Greece and 
Tu^ey:' one Western d^lomat 
said. 

Although Athens and Ankara 
have diplomatic relations, Greek 
Prime Minister Adreas 
Papandreou has ruled out 
dialogue unless Turkish 
occupation troops withdraw fiom 
northern Cyprus and Ankara 
recognises Greek sovereignty 
claims in the Aegean. 

Greece boycotts NATO 
exercises in the Aegean because of 
the sovere^ty row and its claim 
that the manoeuvres should 
include the island of Lemnos 
which Turkey wants demilitarised. 

Eveiy year Greece makes a 
series • of protests maifijy to 
Ankara about alleged violations 
of its air space by Turkish 
warplmes taking part in the 
exerci^. 

Last July Greece denied 
Turki^ charges that it had 
harassed a Tuikish vessel canying 
out pollution research in the' 
Mediterranean. i 

Greece also ran a campaign 
against a revival of the'European 
Oimmunity's ties with Turkey, 
which were frozen in 1980 after 
the imposition of martial law by 
the then military government. 


Beirut in 
October 

WASHINGTON (Rj - Former 
White House aide Oliver North 
made a final attempt to free 
hostages in Lebanon m October 
just before U.S. arms sales h) 
Iran became public, the 
WadiingtoD Post said Saturday. 

The newspaper quoted 
congressional witnesses and 
sources involved in the arms 
shipments as saying Col. North, 
working with an I ranian contact 
known only as "Doctor." 
expected to receive the three 
American hostages in Cyprus. 

Col. North, then still a member 
of the National Security Council 
(NSC), was fired last monA when 
it was disclosed that proceeds 
from the arms sales went to 
Nicaraguan rebels. 

The Post said Col. North, u»ng 
the code name “Mr. Good," was 
put in contact with “Doctor" after 
eiqiectied release of hostages last 
August failed to come off. 

The failure led to the dropping 
of the middleman on six earUer 
arms shipments, Iranian arms 
dealer h^ucher Ghorbanifar. 

It repotted diatCol. Nortii flew 
witii retired Gen. Richard Secord 
and retired Col. Robert Dutton to 
Beirut in late October and 
operared from the U.S. embasty. 

Col. North and Gen. Secord 
went by helicopter to Cyprus on 
Oct. 31 to await the hosta^s, the 
report said. 


New MiG-29 radar system could 
be a problem to Israeli air force 


By Wladimir Stniminski 

77ie Jerusai&n Post 

BONN - The new Soviet radar 
system installed in MiG-29 jet 
fighters may pose a problem to the 
Israeli air force, if the 
newlv-equipped planes are 
supplied to Syna, sources in Bonn 
told The Jerusalem Post. 

But altiiough there have been 
reports on Soviet plans to deliver 
these fighters to Syria, the West 
stiU has 00 information such 
deliveries have taken place, the 
courses said. 

They added, however, that it 
was unlikely that the planes would 
be delivered to Syria without the 
new radar system. 

The sources confirnied reports 


that the new radar system had 
been developed with the help of 
original Anglican oonstructioD 
plans for tiie U.S. radar tystem 
AOG-6S, produced for American 
F-18 fighter jets. Soviet 
Intelfigence had appareutiy got 
hold of the plans at the U,S. 
Hughes company plant. 

The sources in Boon pointed 
out that the Soviets probably 
obtained only hardware and 
not the vital operational software. 

The Soviet radar is presumed to 
be less effective chan its American 
counterpart, but it spells a 
qualitative breakthrough for the 
^viet Air Force. It enables the 
MiG-29 fighters to locate and 
fight targets flying lower than the 


Soviet planes, such as an 
adversary's planes or missiles. It is 
not known how effective the 
Soviet tystem is at countering, 
short-range missiles. 

The Soviet Union has supplied 
also Iraq with the MiG-29 ^hter, 
which has been used in the Gulf 
war. But production figures — 50 
a month — do not necessarily 
indicate a major Soviet export 
effort, sources in Bonn told the 
Pbst. 

The sources said that according 
to Western information the Soviet 
Union supplied the planes to Iraq 
during the summer. The sources 
also pointed out that the Soviets 
have decided to let India have 40 
MiG-29s. 


Meese: Reagan may have been sedated 
when he approved Iran arms deal 


WASHINQTON(R) -Attorney 
Geueral Edwin Meese has 
suggested President Reagan may 
have been under sedation after 
cancer suigery when he approved 
the fir^ shipment of arms to Iran. 
Congressman George Brown has 
said. 

After hearing .Mr. Meese testify 
before the House Intelligence 
Committee, the California 
Democrat said Mr. Meese 
appeared to support former White 
House aide Robert McFariane’s 
version that .Mr. Reagan orally 
approved a first shipment of U.S. 
arms which went to Iran from 
Israel in September, 1985. 

White House Chief of Staff 


Donald Regan has testified that 
Mr, Reagan approved the 
shipment only after it had taken 
place. Congressiona] investigatozs 
have been trying to reconcile the 
two versions! 

Mr. Brown said after Mr. Meese 
testified Friday: “The explanation 
is tiiat Reagan was either in the 
hospital or recovering ... and he 
may have been under sedation." 

Messed on whether Mr. Meese 
had said Mr. Reagan have 
been sedated when he approved 
the deal, .Mr. Brown replied; 
“Well, he gave the impression it 
was a difficult time for the 
president and he (Reagan) may 


not hq.ve recalled it (the 
decisioa)." 

Mr. Brown said acconJing to 
Mr. .Meese. .Mr. McFarlane met 
Mr. Reagan in the White House- 
living quarters in August 1985. 

Mr. Brown said according to 
.Mr. Meese. Mr. McFariane met 
Mr. Reagan in the White House 
iivingquartcrsin August 1985. He 
did not elaborate on when .Mr. 
McFarlane might have met Mr. 
Reagan in hospital. 

Mr. Reagan, 75. had major 
abdommal surgeiy on July 13 to 
remove a cancerous growth firom 
his colon and he left Bethesda 
Naval Hospital on July 2(). 


U.S. denies authorising Libya overtures PLO 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Reagan administration, 
responding to a report under 
investigation in Italy, has denied 
that the White House or State 
Depanment authorised secret 
overtures to Lftiya by the U.S. 
ambassador to the Vatican. 

The enN-oy, William A. WQson. 
who resigned last spring after his 
visit with Libyan leader Muamraar 
Qadhafi became public, was told 
expressly not to have dealings 
with the Libyans, said Dan 
Howard, a White House 
spokesman. 

State C^paitment spokesman 
Charies Redman also said a visit 
by Mr. Wi^n to Ubya to meet 
Col. Qadhafi was not approved by 
the department or the White 
House. 

'nieir oomments reflected the 
eagerness by President Ronald 
Ragan's administration to dispel 
the notion that former Natunal 
Security Council (NSC) directors 
— some of whom have been 
involved in the Iranian arms s^e 
furore — also advocated dealinj^ 
with LSiya. 

A newspaper in Italy quoted a. 
respected foreign affairs official as 
saying he was told that Robert 
McFarlane and William Clark, 
former national security advisers 
to Mr. Reagan, authorised the 
Vatican envoy to pursue the 
h^h-level contacts wi^ Libya at a 
time when official U.S. polity 
called for Col. OadhafTs isolation. 

Antonio Badini, chief foreign 
affoiis counsellor to the Italian 


prime minister, was quoted as 
saying he was told of such an 
authorisation this spring from 
Adm. John Poindexter, who- 
succeeded Mr. Oark and Mr. 
McFarlane as head of the. NSC. 

Adm. Poindexter and' Mr. 
.McFarlane were advocates of the 
policy of trying to woo Iran toward 
the West and pezhaps win the 
freedom of VS. hostages by 
selling arms to Iianlans. 

” We have no knowledge of such 
communications between 
Poindexter and Italian officials," 
Mr. Howard said. “But we are 
certain that former Ambassador 
Wilson was instructed by the 
White House and the State 
Department not to establish or 
maintain any channels of 
communication or contact with 
•the Libyan goverameat." 

Mr. Howard said Mr. Gark 
“has stared also that there was no 
authorisation given to former 
Ambassador Wilson or to anyone 
else to carry on unilateral 
conversations with Qadhafi.*' 

Mr. WQson, a busmessman and 
personal friend of the president's 
and Secretary .of State George 
Shultz, was Mr. Reagan's personal 
emissary to the Vatican in the 
early days of the administration 
and became the first U.S. 
ambassador there' when 
diplomatic relations were 
est^lished in January 1984. 

Mr. WQson did not respond to 
repeated telephone messages left 
Friday at his nome in Caufornia. 


In .March, during a trip to 
Europe that included a stopover in 
the Vatican, .Mr. Shultz confirmed 
published reports that .Mr. WQson 
had made a tr^ to Libya to visit 
Col. Qadhafi in 1985 - 

apparently in a misguided effort to 
better relatioas between the 
United States and Libya. 

At the time of the revelation, 
tension between the United States 
and Libya wasata high pointamid 
U5. charges tiiat Col. Qadhafi 
was spoosoriag terrorism in 
Europe. .Mr. Shultz called .Mr. 
WQson's diplomatic overtures an 
"embanassment." 

A few weeks later. .Mr. Wilson 
resigned, and the episode 
appeared to be over untQ this 
week's reports from Italy. 

WhQe the White House and the 
State Department have denied 
that .Mr. Wilson acted with higher 
authorisation to make his 
contacts. Italy was reported to be 
pursuing an inquiiy into the affair. 

The initial report of 
involvement by other U.S. 
officials in Mr. Wilson's trip to 
Libya came in the Rome daily 
new^aper La Republica. 

Fo'reign .Minister Giulio 
AndTeotti said that in November 
1985, Mr. Wilson formally asked 
him to “obtain an appointment in 
Tripoli" for Mr, Wilson. 
Andreotti was further quoted as 
saying he never thought the 
request was a personal initiative 
by Mr. Wilson but rather a gesture 

the U.S. government. 


to set up 
London 
office 

LONDON (R) - The Palestine 
L^ration Organisation (PLO) 
has decided to open its own 
London office in a move outraging 
neaiby residents and a prominent 
Jewish parliamentarian. 

A Foreign Office ^kesoian 
has said that the oiganisatioa had 
been represented in Britain since 
1971 and had operated out of the 
London offices of the Arab 
League. 

“We .regard the PLO as a 
broadly- based umbrella 
ozgapi^tion which embiaces a 
wide range of Palestinian opinion. 
They have decided fairly recently 
to set upanofficeoftheirown — 
which tbty are peifectly entitled 
to do." he said Friday. 

Residents near the buQding in 
the west London neighbourhood 
of Kensbgfon objected to the 
decision saying the PLO intended 
to erect a “fortress" and dedaring 
that its presence- in a resklentim 
area was totally inappropriate. 

GrevQle Jaoner. a mender of i 
parliament and former head of the 
board of deputies of British Jews, 
said the PLO sheltered 
"dangerous and active terrorist 
botfies." He urged Prime Minister 
•Margaret Thatcher to block its 
office fdans. 
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U.S., Israel involved in Angolan arms affair, too 


By Alan Ben-Ami 

'Pie Jcrisalon Post 

ALMOST 10 years to the day 
before Israel and the U.S. began 
covertly sending arms to Iran, the 
two countries were allegedly 
involved in another joint 
undercover operation involving 
arms shipments to Zaire and 
Angola. 

The arms shipments were part 
of an intemationaJ effort by-U.S. 
officiab to get weapons to two 
guerrilla movements in Angola 
who were fighting a civil war 
against pro-Communist forces. 

The shipments from Israel were 
briefly referred to in an article ini 
the New York Times Weekly: 
Review, reprinted in The! 
Jerusalem Post on Monday. Hie 
author. 4V-year-old John 
.StockwelL fOFraeriy served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and the CIA. 
He carried out covert operations 
in the Congo and Vietnam, and 
acted as coordinator of the 
Angolan operation. 

In a telephone interview 
yesterday fiom his home in Elgin. 
Texas. Stockwell said the Angolan 
affoir ended with a closed-door 
congressional hearing. Stockwell. 
who testified before the 
committee, wrote a book. In 
Search of Enemies, describing the 
entire operation. 

He recalls three specific arms 
shipments to Africa involving 


Israel, beginning in the autumn of 
1975. 

"The first was a plane-load of 
aboutl.OOO 120mm. shellssent by 
Israel to Zaire in a chartered 
plane, for transhipment to the 
FNLA and UNITA forces who 
were the U.S. clients in Angola,*' 
he said. 

The second arms shipment, 
according to Srockwell. involved 
Shoulder-launched anti-aircraft 
missiles. 

“We needed missiles in Angola 
to combat Cuban helicopters and 
fighter planes. We did not have 
the Stiniger missile at that time, 
but (we had) the Redeye, which 
was not quite appropriate and 
which was also classified, so it- 
could -not be released to African < 
liberatibo movements, at least not 
without revealing the U.S. end of 
the operation." 

“What we did was fly a 
planeload of Redeye missiles to 
fsrael. in exchange for Soviet 
Grail missiles captured in the *73 
war, and these missiles we 
delivered to Angola." 

Stockwell says the plan was for 
some 50 SA-7 Grail missiles to be 
loaded onto a U.S. plane which 
landed in Israel before flying on to 
Africa. 

However, .as Stockwell recalls. 
*'on that plane. 1 sent two of my 
military advisers to examine the 
missiles we were getting. After all. 
we were sending what was then 
almost SI million worth of the 
most sophisticated ground-to-air 


missiles in exchange for what 
really amounted to an obsolete 
Soviet weapon. 

“ I told them to be sure to check 
what they get. They reported that 
they opened the boxes and found 
the missQes were visibly defective, 
so they were rejected." 

Stockwell says the replacement 
batch of missiles that I^el came 
tqz with looked better — but they 
too turned out to be defective. 
“ When they were used in Angola, 
not one worked and not one plane 
was downed by them." he 
recalled. *'But since our relatioas 
with Israel were close, we just 
laughed it off." 

The third load of weapons was 
sent by boat fiom Israel in a deal 
between- Israel and Zaire. 
Although this was two years alter . 
Zaire had broken diplomatic 
relations with Israel, Stockwell 
says it was a deal worked out 
between Israel and Zaire's 
President iMobutu. 

"That batch of arms was 
intended for Mobutu himself," 
said Stockwell, “but the deal fitted 
in with our objectives since we had 
been encouraging Mobutu to send 
weapons to Angola with promises 
that they would be replaced." 

Stockwellsaysthe Israeli part of 
the Angola operation was handled 
by tile CIA station chief in Tel 
Aviv and Defence Ministry 
officials. He was not prepared to 
oarae tbe men involved. Tbe 
initiative came from the 
Americans. 


Other U .S. efforts to get arms to 
Angola involved contacts with 
European governments and 
private arms dealers. “The British 
government was reluctant to get 
involved — but the French 
supplied us with Alouette 
helicopters," he recalled. 

Stockwell says the operation 
was authorised by then President 
Ford and supervised by the 
National Security Council. 
Reports were made to 
congressional committees “but 
not everything was revealed, some 
lies were told, and Ulegalities 
resulted." he said. 

Stockwell said he resigned in 
1 976. " I decided these things were 
wrong in terms of the national 
interest. In Vietnam and then in 
Angola we got the nation involved 
in a lot of trouble and broke the 
law." he explained. 

He said he published the 
Angolan story in 1978. prompting 
a closed-door congressional 
hearing, at which he testified. 
‘"But it was decided in the end to 
bury everything," he told the Post. 

On Thursday night. Israeli 
officials were not prepared to 
comment. Uri Savir. spokesman 
for Shimon Peres, who was 
defence minister in 1975. said: 
“We don't react to such 
speculations." Eitan Haber, 
spokesman for Yitzhak Rabin 
(prime minister at the time), said 
there was “nothing new" about 
the story. 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7%tr mfixmatim is supped by ABa 
inhmtetioH d^tanneu at the Queen 
AMa humadonel Airport, td. fOB) 
53200‘S, where it should always be 
verified. 

ARRKVAIS: 

ROYAL Jordanian flights 
j^annlnal 1) 

0940 Aqaba 

0948 DoM Abu lAaU ffiJ) 

9905 Jeddah^ 

1048 .~~~>~..~~~~~.......Ko*aituG) 

1045 Doha, Balnta 

1648 ................... Gain). Aqaba 
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(RJ) 
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1940 Madrid, Rome 

1948 ..... Faria ^ 

0140 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0345 ....................... BndiBiest (RO) 

OfOt Frenkfin l ff jri 

0640 ...lani8ca,Aaifoitlamn!aJ^ 
0840 ...I...... PmascOT, tan (AF) 

0840 Bdiut^) 

1045 ......... Damascus, Rome 

1040 larnaea, Beifin (IF) 

U40 AtiieBs(SV) 

1240 ........... CrifoO^) 

1340 Tzk»B(LN) 

1340 B^lad (lA) 

1440 Bahru in. Aba DbuL Muacat- 
(OF) 

1540 — ....... Kuwait (KU) 

1540 DnbaUElC 

1940 Jeddah (SV 

2040 Saaari(LH 

2245 ........ Baghdad. Loodoo (Sa 


OTHER FUGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0245 Bucharest ( RO) 

0940 Bedn, Lanmra (ffl 

1048 Jeddah (SV) 

1148 Cairo 

1145 Kuwait (LN) 

1248 Bm|idad(lA) 

1240 MuscaL Abu 

1345 Kuwait(Kin 

M48 ...................... Dubai am 

IMS ........ Alfaeas. Damaacus (OA) 

1845 Atbetsf^ 

19:10 Frankfurt 

2148 Istanbul mC) 

2140 ... ... Loodoo (RA) 

DEPAKTURES: 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Temiinai 1} 

0645 Aqaba 

1140 ....... Vieona, New lodc 

1140 Tmiit, rnimMinm 

1140 Adieu 

1148 Cano 
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21:15 

2L15 

2240 
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MARITIME TRAFnC 

Regular-line Arps dodting at Aqtdm 
port: 

—Corona 
— Meiyo Man 

Amhi Kawarand Sou Conpaty.irifo 
iw new ofifioea jn * i h n i ' *■*""* at yoor 

service, lek 603703/15. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 
Saturday rales 

Load sHUbuy rates in fib 

Be^ao franc 83/ 8,3 

Ouia guilder 1S3 j 6/ ISS.l 

Fiaodi franc — 53/ 53 j 

ItalMiltn 24itf 254 

Japai»eyea(for1,(Xh 2124/ 214.9 
SwedidicrowD ....,.^.......5(9 504 

Swiss fraic ...,.....,2065/ 208.8 

UJC.s(eriu9poi^ ....4964/ 5024 
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WEATHER 

BuUedn sigtpSed by the Oepartnent of 
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modetate and mJm aea. 
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Ababa IG20 
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Jordan VaOty .... 1G20 
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Ppiceheadqoaneg 639141 
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QueenAiafoLAitpon (08)S3330'60 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Mnntber Siam .... 
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Akllefa Maternity, J, 
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TAXIS: 

Al Aham taxi ......... 
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^ l(jj.^:UNR WA opens new 
'West Bank schools 


1} 


LONDON (J.T,) - Over ooe 
' thousand l^estiaiait refugee 
diiklreo in die WeA Bank ^ 
month moved into two ^cious 
new schools buflt by the United 
Natioiis Relief an d Works Agency 
(UNRWA) widi funds &om the 
Arab Gulf Progtamme for the 
UJ<1. Oevelopnieat OrganisatioD 
( Agf und), acooidii^ to a report by 
the Cbu^ fOT the Advancement 
of Arab-British Understanding 
(CAABU). 

One, at Beit Jala, near 
Betiiletaem, is a preparatory 
school for boys, and the other, at 
Biddo, nordi west of Jerusalem, is 
a preparatory school for ^ris. 

At the opening oeFemonies, Dr. 
Mohammad Sa*di Faqih, 
. , j chairman of the board of trustees 
the West Bank's Birzeit 
'‘^k'Unjveishy , who is also UNRWA’s 


di-ai 


defray field health officer fiir the 
EPgbn, read a spe^ on behalf of 
Agfuhd’s president, Saudi 
Arabia’s Prince Talal Xto Abdul 
Aziz. 

"My message to my PalestBiian 
bipdiim and sisteis” said Ac 
..prince, "is to put all their efforts 
into the acquisition of educatioa 
and knowledge,” and he went on 
to pay tribate to UNRWA’s 
"endeavonrs to alleviate the 
suffering of the Palestinian 
people.” 

A land-lease agreement was 
signed last month relating to a 
tmrd Agfiind-foanoed school, to 
be sited at Rununaneh, near 
Nablus. Designs for the building 
have already been prepared by 
UNRWA’s tet*nieg1 st^ at its- 
Vienna headquarters. 


Egyptian team arrives in 
Aqaba to discuss tourism 


iifi 


AQABTA(J.T.) - The Egyptian 
govemor'of soutiiem Smai arrived 
here Saturday at the head of a 
delegatbn for a four visit to 
Aqaba. 

The governor. Mr. Mohammad 
Nour /mfi, said in a statement that 
he will discuss with A^abe officials 
means of promoting tourism 
between Aqaba and Smaithrot^ 
local tourist and travel a^nts. 

The Egyptian del^tioa was 
‘greeted upon arrival by Mr. 
Bassam Q^ish, president of the 
Aqaba Region Anthony (ARA)' 
and other local officials 
including Aqaba District 
Governor Khal3 Khreisat. 


Eariier this months Minister of 
Information Mohammad A1 
Kharib signed an ^reement widi 
his Egyptian counterpart, Mr. 
Fouad Sultan, for the 
establishment of a joint company 
to develop tourist attractions on 
the Gulf ^ Aqaba. 

The two countries also agreed 
to return to die pre-1967 Sight 
route between Caro and Amman. 

The route will cut flight time by 20 

minutes and save q> to S7 millioa 
a year in fiiel costs, according to 
.Mr. Amin A1 Husseini, director 
general of the Civfl Aviation 
Audx>riiy. 


Meteorologists expect more 
rain, drop in temperatures 


AMMAN (Petra) - The 
Meteorological Department 
esqrects more rain throughout the 
Kingdom and snow on mountains 
o\-er 1,000 metres high within the 
next three days, the dqrartment 
director. Dr. Ali Abandah. 
announced here Saturday. 

He sakJ dial temperatures are 
also expected to drop gradually 
durii^ the coitiing three days due 
to die presence of a dq>ressk>n 
now centering over northern 
Greece and moving towards the 
eastern .Mediterranean region. 

In the past few days, Jordan 
witnessed heavy retasasaresolt of 

a depression over the eastern parts 

of the Mediterranean. The 
depression - deepened Friddy 


*aftenxx>n bringkig heavier rains 
e^tedaliy on Ajlow mountainous 
regioas which received nearly 60 
mufimetres of rain, Dr. Absoda 
said. 

' Meanwhile, the Public Security 
Depmtment (PSD) has issued 
warnings to motorists to take extra 
care in driving. Itsaid that roads in 
the southern regioas of the 
Kingdom, especimly Ras Ai 
N^ab on the main Desert 
Hi^way, were for traffic 

due to the accumulation of snow. 

The PSD said that roads near 
Jenishv Al 'Mudawaxa -and'-tbe 
Queen Alia Intematboal'Anporit 
•were densely foggy, making 
'dnving difficult. ' s 


Cabinet endorses 
establishment of 
new industries 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Sailing g^ its consent for the 
est^UAment of new industries in 
a number of regions in the 
Kingdom and decided to give 
exemptions and facilities for th^ 
industries, according to 'a 
statement from the Prime 
Mbistiy. 

The statement said that the 
Cabinet, Miidi met under the 
diain n an ririp of Deputy Prime 
Minister -Abdui Wahhab Al 
Majali, formed Jordan's 
delegation to the meetings of the 
executive committee of the 
Counefl of Arab Health Ministers 
due to convene in Baghdad on 
Jan. 8. The ddegation, it said, wiU 
be led by Healtii Mbuster Zaid 
Hamzeh. 

The Cabinet also formed 
Jordan’s delegation to the CouncQ 
of Aiab Mmsttis of Sports and 
Youdi due to open in T im is on 
Jan. 14. Minister of Youtii Eid 
Dafaiyat will lead Jordan's 
delcgatimi to that meeting. 


Parliament to 
debate 1987 
fiscal bu^et 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is to ddrate 
the Kin^om's 1987 fiscal budget 
during a session to be held on 
Tuesday. The call for the meeting 
was issued by House Speaker 
Akef Al Fayez. 

Finance Minister Hanna Odeh 
presented the JD 1.018 billion 
budget to Parliament on Dec. 6 
and the House’s fiaaucial 
committee has already discussed h 
in detail. The new budget projects 
a JD 39 million deficit. 


ARA expected 
to upgrade 
poor areas 

AQABA (J.T.) — The Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA; is 
emected to q>end an estimated 
JD i fi •milKftn to Upgrade the 
poorest areas of Aqaba. The 
scheme, to be financed by a Joan 
fiom the Worid Bank, is aimed at 
idpxovii^ about 4jOOQ plots of 
land and at housing 20,000 people 
rather tiian buildmg new ho.mes 
for them. 

The ARA will have to demolish 
a number of homes to 1^ down 
'water and'sewage' systems and to 
•is^rove roads; but funds' have to 
'be af^roved't^the Worid Bank in 
thhoommgsixmoatiis.' ' 


Syrian soldiers overpower Tawheed in Tripoli 

(Cootimied firom page 1) 


airange a lasting truce to «id the 
11 weeks of fighting, already 
Mocked by the refill of the 
Palestinians to witiidraw from 
strategic positioas won near 
Sidon. 

A speech distributed by Amal 
quoted Daoud Daoud, one of 
Amars senior South Lebanon 
officials, as calling on Iran to 
withdraw its (fiplomat-mediator 
Issa Tabaiabai from the area 
“because he is an agent of 
Arafat." 

.Mr. Tabatabai has stayed inside 
.....-^ihe Aroai-besteged raestinian 
Y • \ ralnp of Rashidiyeh. near Tyre, 

‘ ^ * since Dec. 10, saying he wiD not 

— -'’'^leave without settling the crisis. 

Arafat loyaiists want Amal to 
lift sieges of Ra^idiyeb and 
camps in Beirut before they will 
withdraw from the disputed 
positions near Sidon. 

In anotfier development, the 
official Lebanese news agen^ 
quoted diplomatic sources as 
iaving that Lebanese President 
\fnin Gemayel had received a 
.-nessage tom US. Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

It stressed "W|asbiagton 
x>mmitment to an independent 
awgmign and unified l^banon 
:hat has no foreign forces on its 
territories," the sources said. 

Mr. Gemayel has denounced 


what he describes as the 
resurgence of Palestioiaon militaiy 
power in Lebanon. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rariiid Karami has call^ tiie 
“camps war" suicidal and 
welcomed the latest overtures 
towards Syria by Ftesident 
Gemayel, a new^aper reported 
Saturday. 

"We fail to nndeistand the 
current fighting between 
brethren, which is tantamount to a 
massive suicide projea that onty 
benefits the common enemy,” Mr. 
Karami told the Kuwait 
newqaaper. 

“We believe that fighting 
should be halted and ail rifles 
directed to the Israeli enemy.” 

Mr. Karami praised a recent 
statement Mr. Gemayel callii^ 
for rappro^ement with Syria and 
said "we always advised Fte^ent 
Gemayel to ft»ter$tronglfflks and 
common interests witii Syria as 
dictated by consideratiaDS of 
history, geognqrhy and comDion 
destiny.” 

He expressed the hope that the 
current contacts woold lead to an. 
early summit between Mr. 
Genmyel and Syri^ Preadent 
Hafez Al Assad ‘Vitti a view to 
restoring stability and security to 
war-tom Lebanon.” 

Mr. Karami . bittedy accused 
Arab states of “al^doning 


Lebanon in a flagrant manner” by 
failing to extend economic and' 
politic asststanoe. 

"Their pretext that aid will be 
futile as long as destruction 
continues is refuted, because a 
sick person is in need of assistance 
Mien he is ill,” he said. 

Mr. i|toami app^ed to die 
Arabs to help Lebaixia “to 
withstand the conqiiracy which 
has tile aim of obliging us to 
surrender to io^rialist anH 
23onist (Israeli) sefiemes.” 

He welcomed Israel’s 
rqxirtedly imminent pullout tom 
the south Lebanese town of 
Jezzine, saying “any Israeli 
witiidrawal tom any indi of 
•Lebanese territory should be 
welcomed.” 

MeanMiile, a delation of 
E^tian opposition party leaders 

Im for Raghriarf qq Ratiiirlay for 

talks with Mr. Arafat, aimed* at 
ending the “canqis war” in 
Lebanon. 

Hie delegation, led by Labour 
Socialist I^riy leader Ibrahim 
Shukri, met Syrian President 
Assad m Damascus last week on a 
similar mission. No results were 
annonneed. 

A ded^tion ^xikesman ok I 
the g^p, r^iesenting all five 
qipositicMi parties, hop^ to find a 
formula for co -existence between 
Ldianese and Palestinians. 


Focus shifts to whether any funds reached contras 


(Conttaned fkom 1) 

‘nillion in profits had been 
diverted to the contras. 

He said Frid^ty that was “a very 
•ou^ i^yroxi ma tion" based on 
mfomiatioo given him by Col. 
.North, who was dismissea tom 
the NSCafterthe Irao-oontradeal 
exposed. 

Gongresskmal sources have 
speculated, after hearing 
testioKniy tom admin istfatioa 
o^cials, that the amount may 
actually have been S4 rnflSen to 
SlOninliOD. 

"Nothkig- ! have hesid at any 

' iinMtomaityMy«K>uidgiveme 

ooKloutt p^f money ^ m 
.foctgetto&cOQtras,*' Mr.Meese 
said. 

“I oaky know that people told 
me it kitended tire money 
would bi made avail^tie to the 
Goaras.** 

Mr. had 9igse5te<l 
Walsh should limit his, 
investigatiDii to the past two years!* 
but foe thrae-judi^ pane! tb^ 
sppomted him said he stould. 


last three years. 

The pax^ said be shonM find 
ont bow it was providedand if at^ 
profits were diverted to ’"any 
person, organisation, foreign 
government orany faction orb(^ 
of insurgents in any foreign 
country »^T«dnig but not limited 
to Nicaragua.” 

Mr. Waldi is also enqxiwered to 
uvesttgate any (Aistxuctiai of 
justice or false testimony 
stemming from the geanHai. 

Ibe spet^ piDsecufor can 
bring his evidence and witnesses 
b^oie a grand jury, afokfa meets 
behind closed dtois and is sworn 
to secrecy. 

If the jury agrees that* 
iudmuneats are warranted, Walrii 
would tiren Ming the case to ptfolk 

North wrote a memoforhis 
.files oatimmg plan to (fiveit to. 

the contras, a source dose to the' 
■house committee said. ■ 

While foe Justice D^)artment 
has been unable to estabfish the 
tune the Norfo memo deseribing 
the p**" was written, the scunse 
told AP, “nxf impiesion wm ... it 


was April (i986). ... it gave the 
outline of the jdan ... to divert 
profits tom foe sale of aims to' 
Iran, to support the oontras.” 

Meanwhile, 'Vice President 
George BushcaUedon CoL Norili 
to tell what be knows d)out the 
Iran-contra connection, and Mr. 
Walsh, promised a “fair and 
thorough investigatioiL" 

The Capitol Hill somee quoted 
Mr., Meese as ' telling 'the 
oommittee that CoL North was 
shocked when the memo — 
sqjpaxentiy the first documentary 
mtideooe of a diveiskui plan — 
was dtsooveied in his NSC files- 
Jate last monfo. 

Mr. Re^an fired GoL North on 
Nov. 25. 

The White House, meanwhile, 
Mid Mr. Reagan had no plans to 
replace CIA Director W3£am 
Casey, who underwent surgery. 
Hiarsday for removal of a 
cancerous brain tiunour. 

A Georgetown University 
ho^ital spokesman said 
Casey, 73, was “in suble 
condition and doing well’ Friday.. 



Ih^Fal Highness PrmcessBasmapresteits diplomas to graduates of 
the' Soda! Services Ceotre in Madaba district on Saturday. 

Princess Basma graduates 
social service trainees 


MADABA (Petra) — A total of. 
120 trainees graduated Satujti^ 
from the Sodm Services Centre in 
Madaba district at a oereoxmy 
held under the patronage of Her 
Royal Harness Princess Basma, 
presideotof tiie Queen Aiia Soda! 
Welfare Rind (QASWF). 

Hie ceremony was add jessed by 
the centre’s director, Mr. Ahmad 
Qtaish, who outlined the 
objectives of the 
QASWF-sponsored centre and 
the progi^ it achieved. The 
centre, which was set up in 
cooperation with Madaba 
muDKipality and the Ministry of 
Public Works, contains a ^eral 
conference hail and is adjomed by 
a public rarien, Mr. Qtaish said. 

QASV^s diiectoi of social 
services centre. Mr. Salem 
Shawabkeh, made a speech 


outlining the types of training 
courses givea by the ceatre whidi. 
he said, are mtended to help raise 
the social and economic standard 
of local families. 

Towards the end of the 
cere'mony Princess Basma 
distributed diplomas to the 

l?ess-makiag, weaving, 
embroidery, flower arraD^meot 
domestic sciencq and handicrafts. 

Later. Princess Basina <^)ened a 
charity bazaar organised by the 
centre. The bazaar displ^s items 
of clofoes, paintings and artificial 
flowers made tty the centre’s 
graduates. 

Madaba district governor and 
other local officials and he^ of 
charitable societies attended the 
ceremony. 


Police receive honours for 
Arab Poiice Day ceiebration 


AJM1V14N (Petra) — A msgor celebration was held at 
the Palace of Cidture of the Al Hussein Youth City 
Saturday to mark the Arab Police Day. Public 
Security Director Abdul Hadi Al Majali made a 
speech in which he paid tribute to the role of police 
men and women In maintaining security and 
stability in the country. 


Arab police forces have 
developed sufficiently to meet 
their various duties and to 
contribute to the building of their 
societies and to serve public 


interests, Lt.-Geu. Majali said. He 
said the police force in Jordan, 
whidi has been shouldering the 
responsibility of safeguardi^ 
security and serving the public. 


pledges to continue its endeavours 
.under the wise leadership of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Also addressing (he celebration 

■was Mr. Daifallah Hmoud, 
presidentorthe Jordanian Frieutis 
of the Police Society, who paid 
tribute to the police force’s efforts 
in serving the Jordanian people. 

Lt. Gen. Majali later distributed 
badges to veteran policemen and 
ofOcers who have a distinguished 
record, as well as retired officers 
‘who served with the Public 
Security Department. 



‘On the Banks of the Jordan’ exhibits unique paintings 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
%cdal to the Joniau Tnws 

AMMAN — Over the last ten 
years there have been many 
exhibitions both here and abroad 
devoted to the “OricDtalists” — 
those intrepid European traveUers 
of the late 19th Century who came 
to the Near East to take back its 
treasures in the form of paintings. 
Not all these shows were good, but 
good or bad they were generally 
very diverse, mduding paintings 
of different parts of the Arab 
Worid by artists of various 
nationalities -and calibres. The 
present exhibition at the Jordan 
National Gallery is thus an 
Orientalist” ejfoibition with a 
difference and one to whet the 
appetite of even the most jaded 
palate. 

JEntitled “On the Banks of the 
Jordan’’ it consists of around 50 
Jiigh quality watercolours; priiits 
'.and oiks that deal exclusively with 
Jord an as seen through the eyes of 
19th Century British artists. 
Drawn tom museums and private 
collections, this exhibition is 
ei^cially appealing not only 
because we are familiar with and 
have come to love the landsca^ 
and towns ~ still easily 
recognisable despite foe passage 
of time —these artists have cau^t 
but also becausd, devoid as foe 
exhibition is of all usual exotica 
found in such shows — the 
odalisques and the harem to 
mention but a few — it is more 
down to earth, more reaL Less 
exaggerated, it is in tune with our 
thinking and perception today of 
this part of the Arab World was 
like at the turn of the century. 

— The idea behind the 
exhibition, which was inituted by 
former British Ambassador to 
Jordan Sir Alan Urwick around 18 
months ago, is, according to 
British Council Representative 
David Latta, to allow us to form an 
opinion about the “Orientalists.” 
“By collecting together a 
sufficient number of 
representatioouri worics we should 
be able to ascertain for ourselves 
wfaediCT David Roberts deserve 
all the eaq>osure he gets and 
nfoefoer th^ artists are as good 
as we have been led to suppose 
etc. We hope to get some answers 
from this e^ibit,” Mr. Latta told 
the Jordan Times. 

The exhibition, which is being 
held in cooperation wifo foe Royal 
Society for Fine Arts and foe 
British CoundL was selected by 
research student Miss Kathleen 
McLaughlan. Already working on 
a theas on tiie Orienialisis, Miss 
McLaughten was commissioned to 
travel foe lengfo and Iveadfo of 
both England and Jordan to find 
and select foe pointings for this 
exhSixtioa, whidi have ultimately 
been loaned tom Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Kassan 
and Princess Sarvath; Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifoi and Mrs. 
Mima Rifai, Mrs. Nawzad Zaid 
Ibn Shaker, Dr. Hisham Khatib, 
Mr. Mamdouah Bishaxat, Mrs. 
Thompkin, the Searight 
Cbllection at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the Afomolean 
Museum, Oxford, the 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Galieiy, the Bury Art Gallery and 
Museum, Lancashire, The CecO 
Higgms Alt GaUmy, Bedford, 
The Hams Musenm and Art 
GaOeiy, Proston, Hereford City 
Museum, the Leicestershire 
Museum and Art Galleries, 
Leicester, Mindiester City Art 
Galleiy, the Oldham Art GaDeiy, 
the Petra Bank, Amman, and the 
Rityti HbUq^ GqZ^, Egham. 

^ Datrld Rifoeiis 

Of foe 20 artists wiuse work has 



Hie Gate Khateneen, by Carl Haag, is one of the palntingg mi display 
at the Exhibitimi of NhieteeDth Century British painters being h^ at 
the Jordan National Gallery firom Dec. 18 to Jan. 23. 


been included, David Roberts has 
to be foe most well known. The 
subject of a huge restiospective 
currently showmg at the Barbican 
Arts Centre in London, Roberts 
has TOrhaps never been so 

not even during his own 
lifetime when her was big^ity 
regarded. Bom in 1796,tfaesonof 
a poor shoemaker, Roberts b^an 
h& prolific career as a painter of 
stage scenery. From 1824 
onwards, in search of pktuiesque 
subject matter, Roberts travelled 
all over — visiting Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria and Lebanon in 
1838-9. The o3 tom this period, 
“Jerusalem tom the Mount of 
Olives mfo Pilgrims returaing 
tom the River Jordan” is the most 
historically important pain rin g in 
the exhfoition. Being foe first of 
several versions Roberts was to 
pain t later, til is oil was exhibited at 
the Royal Academy in 1841 
where it was lauded as a picture of. 
“the highest class: deeply- 
interesting in sifoject and of 
suipassiqg excellence as a «roik of 
art. "Seen 'to^ it looks very 
Victorian with its dark forbidding 
atmosphere and moralistic 
undertones. Despite the scudding 
patches of suniiihts and the 
obvious tedinical brilliance, foe 
piimiie remains unappealing to 
the modem eye. 

Watercotoars 

Creatures of ow time subject to 


prevailing tastes we now prefer 
Robertas watercolours with their 
lighter, finer touch, their 
spontaneity. Roberts sense of the 
dramatic, which gives his work its 
exdtement, comes to the fore in 
his watercolours, eqiecially those 
of Petra, where by exaggerating 
distances and scale he instills in us 
some of foe awe he must have felt 
uhen he first saw 'foe place. 
Anofoer striking painting Ity 
Roberts is foe elegantly simple 
"Semuna, Near Hebron.” Painted 
cm bufi paper, it conveys in very 
few lines and sparing colour, the 
sun shining on a small stream as it 
splashes over rocks. Tiny figures 
. move down the hillside away from 
a few hill top bouses seen in foe 
distance. 

If Roberts' watercolours are 
more attractive to us than his oib, 
the same is even more true ^ foe 
woik of Edward Lear. His oil of 
Petra, although an important 
work documenting the now 
non-existent stream that once 
flowed down foe Siq, is sadty 
overworked, its colours heavy, the 
'shading a touch oppressive. Hie 
studies Lear made in preparatioa 
for such oOs are completely the 
reverse. Full of absorbing 
annotations, these — like the one 
of the Dead .Sea viewed through 
the lacy, intertwining brandies of 
a leafless tree, oonsStentiy prove 
to be small miFcales of ftTqnisjte 
draughtsmanship, and delicate 
*colours that capture exaefiy the 
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atinos(foere of each and every 
place. 

Another artist whose work is 
immensely appealing is John 
Fulieylove. An architect by 
profession, Fulieylove travelled 
extensively abroad, many of the 
resulting drawings being used to 
illustrate travel t^ks which were 
then popular . Coosidered to be 
ooe of foe finest draughtsmen of 
his time, Full^love caught to 
perfection foe huge panoramic 
sweep down to foe Dead Sea 
shimmering in the distance, 
pacing over terraced slopes on 
whifo sheep and goats graze in foe 
cri^, clear air. And, instead of foe 
traditional views of Jerusalem, 
Fulieylove shifted his gaze to look 
down overa patchwork of roofs — 
some domed, some tfled — alive 
with all different kinds of human 
activity torn grinding the corn to 
weaving the rugs. 

Islaiiiic architectiire 

The artists who seemed more 
interested in Islamic architecture 
than the local life and landscapes 
were Cari Haag and Tristram 
Eilis. The work of both these 
artists is staggering in their detail 
and perfecron and Ellis' “Tiie 
Church of foe Holy Sepulchre. 
Jerusalem" tinted in 1895, and 
Haag’s “The Gate called 
Khateneen" of 1 S64, have to be 


ART REVIEW 

among the best woiks of foe 
exhibnion. Both paintings are 
dominated by huge monumental 
buOdings whose every stone has. 
been lovingly depicted — in 
Haag's case down to foe last crack 
and crevice. In both works, foe 
f^ires, although full of life and 
g^y clad, are second^ to the 
building, acting as devices to set 
foe scale and to add a touch of 
vitality to foe main theme — foe 
aicfaitectuie. Both artists have 
flooded their work wifo foe clear 
penetrating light so characteristic 
of Jordan. Haag capturing it so 


faithfully as to even have lit foe 
interior of the dome above foe 
gate with reflected light. 
.Magnificently composed and 
executed, one would never tire of 
these masteipieces. 

The name Hoiman Hunt is 
perhaps better known for its 
pre-IUiphaelite oonnectioDS than 
as an Orientalist. Hunt, however, 
established himself as such an 
artist after a visit to foe Holy Land 
in 1854 and was praised as being 
“a painter who grounded religious 
art in geographical and historical 
fact." For many. Hunt's work 
might be overworked, foe colours 
too deep and br^t, but most 
would agree "The Holy City. The 
Mosque of Al Aqsa by 
Moonlight" to be something 
special. Full of rich turquoises, 
green and muted blues, the sense 
of night wifo its deep shadows is 
serenely complete. 

Able amateurs 

Not all the best protrayais of the 
Holy Land were done by 
professbnal artists — several 
extremely attractive pieces were 
the work of able amateurs, 
travellers to the area who 
recorded their impressioDS like 
many of foe time, not with the 
camera but with foe brush. One of 
these was Mrs. Maria Mathias, 
who accompanied her husband on 
a tour foiDugh Europe and foe 
Near East in 1857. Her paintings 
of foe “Crusaders Castle, Graia, 
Gulph of Akaba"( her filing) 
and Lake Hberias are lightly 
handled works full of delicate 
colours foat make an immediate 
and lasting impression. 

Other extremely good and 
interestine paintings come tom. 
Paul E]Qs, William Bartlett,' 
Walter Tyndale and Thomas 
Allom. 

This unique and quite 
exceptionally enjoyable 
exhibition, wifo its excellent 
accon^ianyiDg catalogue, can be 
seen at foe Jordan National 
Gallery until January 23rd. 
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Sad end for moratorium 

IT WAS sad to hear the news that the Soviet UnioD wouJd no longer be 
bound by its imnateral moratorium on underground nuclear tests 
after Jhn. 1 , 1987. Apparently Moscow took the decision fw fear that 
the U.S. is on the verge of a breakthroi^ aimed at perfectii^ the 
mncfa-feared space-stifte weapons for its **Star Wars’* pn^ramme. 
Ihe Soviet Union has not conducted underground nuclear tests for 
nearly 18 nMnths in the hope that the U.S. would follow suit. But all in 
all, the U.S. carried out 24 nuclear tests at its Nevada test site while 

the Soviet ‘Union maintained its observance of the unilateral 
moratorhira. 

The biggest loser in this whole affair is clearly w<»ld peace and 
security. It is most unfimunate that the U.S. chose to ^nore the Soviet 
initiathv and persisted instead in its nuclear testing. (Aider (he 
circumstances. It was only a matter of time befme the Soviet Union 
would have to reconsider Its podtion and start all over Its own 
prograoune of nuclear testh^. In dismissing the latest Soviet proposal 
on nuclear testing as irrelevant to the U.S. poU^. ^ world has the 
right to adt and ask most forcibly: What is in Ihct relevant to the U.S. 
n^ear policy if a Soviet moratorium on nuclear testii^ is not? When 
will the U.S. ever renounce nudear testh^? Would it not sianri to 
reason that even a small breakthrough would encour^ the search for 
even greater breakthroughs, leading to effective arras control 
measures? 

When the two snperpowers were more distant than ever from 
reach mg a breakthrough on nodear arms control and eventual 
disannament, the world wasaUetotakeas^h of p.!.ef upon bearing 
that the &viet Union had dedared a unBaleral moratorium on 
underground nudear testing 18 mondis ago. Now, however, the 
momentum towards disarmamait appears to have stalled witt no 
breakthrough in sight, notwiths tanding the euphoria that was 
generated fey die Itxland summit between President Re^an and 
General Secretaty Goiliachev. 

As the end of this year is fast approaching it is a pity that even the 
modest step towards arms control which was taken by the Soviet 
Union has also been sacrificed! The year 1986 w3J thus go down in 
history as another hitQe year in the annals of m-oB control 
negotatioas. It certamiy does not augur well to the prestl^ and 
crediiffity of the U.S. that it would be Euilted as the culprit in not 
cooperaliqg mth the Soviets* in frying to rid tlie world from the 
awesome consequences of a nudear arms race. 

We hope that there still is some diance left for iVfoscow and 
Washh^:^ to reconsider dieir positioas on nudear testiiig and 
announce their wfliingness to renounce nudear testing this year, tf 
this is not possible, well, we do not know how 1987 can be a better year 
to proceed with solving the more difBoiIt issues between the two 
superpowers. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
Al Rail An ineffective Arab League 

THE IsiaeG audiorities have fioallyseized dieassetsof the Jerusalem Oistria 
Electricity Company in total dcfitmce of the Arabs and with disr^ard to all 
priories and iateraational laivs. It is dear that this step is intended as part of 
the ZxMAist movemenfs drive to Judaise the Arab dty of Jenisalem and ruin 
aD installatioDS and assets belongii^ to the Arab citizens in the dty. But 
despite this grave developomt a^ serious challenge to Arab identity and 
Ai& rights, the Aiab has done oothing exo^t issuing oondemoatioQ 

of die Israeli move and appealh^ to the United Nations to deal vrith the 
situation and help preserve Arab rights. This attitude pves the i m preasioa 
ttet Arab Lmi^'s role has shrniked and has been transformed into a 
body which can only issue coodeiiinatioa and lodges coaqriaints to the 
intematiooa] oigan^tioa. In the p^ the Arab League resortra to effective 
weapons like the oil weapon and joint Arab actkMi vis-a-vis any move by 
Israel to inhtige on Arab is and interests, but now it seems that the Arab 

League has no power left except to issue condenmations or appeals. But this 
week's attitude reflects the state of affairs that exists in the Ai^ Worid. and 
an image of disunity and differences among Arab countries vdiicfa in turn 
enoouiages Israel to pursue this aggressive policy towards the Arab Nation. 
Joidan bad earfier drew the Arab countries' anention to the seriousnessof the 
IsiaeG move whidi was pending then, and which formed another step in 
Israels eroaitsioaist desi^. Joidan extended support to the Arab company 
and did au it could to save it from faDnig in Israeli hands. But in the absence of 
TOO cfrled Arab action, the IsraeSs have succeeded in tiieir designs. This 
Tsiagii move ooinckled with the announcement in Tel Aviv that agceemeiit has 
been reached between Israel and Egypt for the incTBase of die lanerissupjriies 
ofoil to Israel ThisoQ is the source of power to Israel and hspoi\er stations, 
and wiD no doubt help it coosoGdate its bold over the Arab assets. The Arab 
have fatiwt to extend support to the Arab company and have therefore 
contributed to IsraePs success in seiznig its assets. 

Al Dustour: New hope for war end 

WE new hope from a statement by the secret^ general of the 
Org^nisatioa of Irimk Conference (OIC) tiiat an Tdamie summit could be 
held soon to discuss the Gulf conflicL rdamic leaders should by now realise 
the giarity of cbe siniation in the Gulf reskm. and the need to stop the 
bioocMied diat has been going on for more than six years. The Islamic world 
shniiM have realised by now the serious developments of the past weeks whidi 
saw a (fisdosuie of Ameiicaa anns shipmeat to Iran for {Holoogiag the war 
against li^ and for weakening the Islamic nation and cumi^ fiirfoer splits 
vndim the Arab and Islamic rauB. Iraq has realised the aims and objectives rtf 
the eoemksof the Arab and Muslim nations and for this reasoo, has called on 
Iran to start negotiations for ending the war. Iraq realised diat the prolon^ag 
of the war offers the Israelis and the Ameticaiis a real chance for tanqwring 
widi the interests and the rights of the Arab and Islamic nations. The 
iovolvemeiit of Iraq in a war with Iran will inevitably prevent it from 
shouldering its share m the struggle against 7-ionigm and blierating Arab 
teiiiioTies.liaq has realised that thioi^ Camp David the Arabs have lost 
Egyptand diat throu^ the continuation of die Gulf confliettb^ are bound to 
lose Iraq and its power whidi is needed to Ifoerale Arab territories. For this 
reason we hope mat a new QIC will help end the conflict in the Gulf 

region and prompt Iran's rulers to opt to peace and for negotiations leading 
to a durable settienKoL 

Sawt Al Shaab: Another threat from Iran 

of Iran's rulers Hasbemi Rafsanjani announced in Tehran on Friday 
that his couDtiy would be willing to play the role of police in the Middle East 
and the Gulf and piotect American interests in the two le^ons. Ra&anjani 
has thus annouDOM openly Iran's collusion with the Unhed States foDowiog 
U. s.aim s shipments to Tehran thiou^ Israel. By malring tht» annniinr*>fni»nt 
Rafsanjani has thus opted to speak out frnnklv of Iran's ambitions and 
(Ajec^es and said diat his coimtcy wanted to pity a tote similar to that of 
Istael in the region. Of course thb attitude reflects dea^ Iran's hostile stand 

torrasds the Arab countries and its total subjugation to the wishes of the 
United Stales and TsraeL^ making rhp Mmirtune e n w f it, Rafcwijani ighapirtg 
to acquire furtiier Americao help and stqiport militari ly an d politicly in 
Older to enable his oountiy to dominate the Arab Gulf region and pursue the 
am of invading Arab countries. Rafranjani is op enly requesting American' 
help to enrd)l6 the Tehran retime to eroand hs influence in the Gulf and 

3 >se hegemony on its pec^^ It is ara an open call on Washington to 
e a new alBanm with Tehnm pOW lb.*)? flte A nwrinan aTmgBhipfruwiw haw 
been regularly reaching the I ranian cmital tbroutit Israel. It is needless to say 

that if flu lie ■.■J — ■■* * 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By br. Fahed Fanek 


Typical indicators of the Jordanian economy 


THE economic recession in Jordan, now four years old, has been 
manifested in several ways and could be measured against typic^ 
indicators: 

— Economic growth has slowed down to something dose to zero 
for four consecutive years. 

— JJnemployment has risen to a double-digit figure. It is now 
feared that the unemployment rate may rise by 3 per cent a year, if 
invesfanenfs oontinue at the present slow pace. 

— The deftcit in the cunent balance of payments account has 
wozsened. The net reserves in foreign excha^e have dropped, and 
the external debt has increased rapidly. 

—Tax revenues have declined, and the Treasury raised recurrent 
expenditure and lowered investment in real productive capital 
formation. 

— The volume of external trade has shrunk. The. first three 
quarters of 1 986 had witnessed a drop in imports by 1 8 J per cent and 
a dedine in exports by 13.S per cent 

— Real estate costs, rents and prices of vegetables and fhiits have 
declined some 30 per cent from the peak of 1981. 

— Prices of shares have plummeted in the Amman stock exchange 
market every year since its turning point of May 1982. 

The recession was initially triggered by external factors, but 
internal foctois have also b^n responsible for hs intensity and 
contiauatkm. Ajnong the external factors are: 

— The Gulf war has protracted beyond the wildest expectations. 


and the financial toll of the war on the Arab side has topped S120 
bfliion. 

— Arab financial support for the Treasury dzo^d by around 60 
per cent Compared to S12S billion committea by the Arab oil 
producing countries, ^d $1 bfllioo received in 1981, the actual 
amount received in 1986 has not exceeded S400 million. 

— Remittances from eqianiates stagnated and then dropped. 
Official statistics have bbtyetrefilectod all the decline because of toe 
shift from unaeeountablertoaimelsof monqrchangersto the banking 
system. 

— Gulf imports of Jordanian products have fallen sharply. Turkish 
agricultutal products in particular replaced Jordanian i^ucts due 
to cheaper prices, and the unfounded susj^ion that Jordanian 
agricultural products m^ be partially origiaating in toe We^ Bank 
and Gaza, vtoere tiieieis no aKoIute guarantee that no Israeli inputs 
are used. 

— The labour market in toe Gulf has dried up. It was previously 
accomntodatisg one-third of toe newcomers to toe ltix>ur market. 
Even if expatriates did not return, toe fact that no more expatriates 
are going to the Gulf is sufficient to worsen unemployment. 

Internally, several factors and policies may have oontributed to the 
problem: 

— The high natural growto of population at 3.8 per cent a year. 
Jordan by far has witn^ed one oMastest population growing in the 
worid. Because of this explosion we find that 55 p«r cent of the 
population is below 15 y^rs of age, which results in a growth of 


Itirour force by six per cent a year — something that is beyond toe 
ability of any economy to accommodate. 

— Over and ^ve toe natural growth of population, we have the 
voluntary and involuntary m^ratioa from the West Bank and Gaza.- 
Some estimates put this movement at two percent a year of the Arab 
popitiation imder occupatfon. This unwanted movement may have 
been helped by easing the ristrictioQS at toe bridges, and the issuance 
of teaq>OTaiy passports to Gaza citizens. 

— The door was wide opened for non-Jordanian workers to fin 
jobs in every sector such as trade, managemenL finanring , and 
clerical jobs. For instance it is estimated that over one 
Qon-Jordanian engineers are employed in Jordan at the expense of 
Jordan nataals. 

— The in^ilemeatation of unsound economic policies such as 
bonowing during the fat years, which has made debt service a 
growing nirden. 

Under these external and internal factors, part of the capacity of 
the Jordanian economy was made idle. This includes 12 per cent of 
labour force. 40 per cent of arable land. 1 1 per cent of houses and 
offices, 40 per cent of manuf^turing capacity, besides the 
underutilisation of natural resources. 

. An opinion widely held by many economists in this country is that 
there are several steps which, coiiid and should be taken to combat 
the recessioa. Those steps must be taken shortly and seriously, but 
that is a topic for another discussion. 


Israel’s dangerous African game 


By Jane Hunter 


IF score is being kept in toe 
contest for the hearts and minds of 
Africa, in 1986 Israel came out 
sl^tly ahead of the Arab side, 
wiito two diplomatic partners. The 
Ivory Coast and Cameroon both 
rented on toe Oi^isation of 
Afri^ Unity's (OAU) 1973 
resolution to witiihold cecogoitioa 
from IsiaeL The Ivoiy Coast even 
ventured to open an embasty in 
Jerusalem. Cfas or two other 
African governments might 
re-establish dq)]omatic relations 
wito Israel in toe near future. 

Against these Israeli gains must 
be measured the speedy removal 
to TeJ Aviv of the Ivory Coasts 
eotoasty after threats by Arab 
League members to break 
relations with the Abidjan 
government There is also the 
continued solidarity wito toe 
Palestinian cause of all tiiose 
members of toe OAU whidi did 
fiot renew diplomaiic retetbos 
wito Tel Aviv^and the scorn with 
which Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe disailssed those 
vriio did: "You will always get 
deviants and puppets in any 
organisation.'* 

However, while the score m^t 
continue to be reckoned by hw, 
many votes each side can 
aga^ toe other at toe Uni^ 
Nations, toe rules have diangedL 
Israel is no lon^ bidding to 
regain African ftirads — all but 
four of vtoicb had broken ties by 
theendof 1973 wito its panopty 
of development assistance 
programmes and its <firect line to 
U.S. aid ^vets. It has bei^ to 
play a more dangerous game. . 

' 'IhediangBwasiqqnteotintfae 
way Israel portrayed its 
resumption of ties with 
Cameronn. The Israelis had 
advertised the lavidmess of 

l^ricultUXal, mftastnirihiTal and 

mifitaiy piogiainmes bestowed on 
Zaire and Liberia in exchange for 
renewing diplociatic ties wito 
Israel ( in 1982 and 1983. 
reqiectively). Altiiougb delivery 
lagged considerably in some 
instances, toe assistance was 
touted as an alternative to 
Aiab-ftmded development akL 
vi^ of Shimon Feres to 
CamierDim on Aug. 25 to mark toe 


restoratioDofties — theftrstbyan 
Israeli prime minister to 
sub-Saharan Africa in 20 years — 
included the signing of 
cooperation agreements covern^ 
agriculture, trade and industry, 
tourism, communicatioos, 
housing, and construction, as well 
as Israeli promises to buy cocoa 
and coffee. Peres brought 
industrialists and businessmen 
along, raisEig hopes Israeli 
investmeat. Yet the Israelis spoke 
only perfunctorily about the 
prospects for economic and 
technical cooperation with 
Cameroun. 

Instead, Israeli officials let it be 
known that struggle for Cameroun 
had been won by assisting the 
Christian president, Paul Biya, to 
beat back an attempted coup 
d’etat by his Muslim predecessor. 
Ah mad on Ahidjo, in April 1984. 
At least one-sb^ of Cameroun’s . 
10 million citizens ate Muslim. 
Word also came from Israel that 
since 1984 Israeli military 
assistance had been directed to 
stxeogtiienlng Btya’s presidential 
guard and Cametoun’s top 
officers were taking training in 
Israel. Otoer reports revealed that 
an Israeli oulitaiy missioii has 
been established in the capital 
YaoiUide mid -50 Israeli nnUtaiy 
advis^w^e paiamilitaty 

nati o^^ ^tide corps tmd lebum' 
an <^6JH)0- Ihat Cameidtea' 
bad itotained milit^ equ^ment 
from Israel was evident from the 
GaHJ rifles carried by Biya’s 
presidential guard, as well-as their 
made-in-lstvl uniforms, which 
appeared to one observer to be 
Isivli ai^-cast-offr. Duiiqg the 
Peres visit it was also reported that 
the Biya government would buy a 
dozen Israel-made Kfir 
fighter-bombers' and fbnr Aiava 
short-take-off-and-landing 
planes. Jane's Defence Weekly 
said toe total price tag would be 
S70m. 

Military aid had always been toe 
great unmentionable in IsraeFs 
diplomatic endeavours. Now in 
Cameroun PriuM hfrnister Peres 
spoke c^nly of the agreement on 
the "mflitaiy/seciirity issue" tiiat 
he s^ed along with toe other 
pacts during his visit. “What 
Israelis could do for Cameroun in 
tile fidid of defence, whetiwr 
external or domestic. President 


Biya must have already learned 
from toe defeat of toe recent 
comeback bid by his Muslim 
predecessor, Ahmadou Ahidjo," 
editorialised the Jerusalem Posl 
This gave an ominous ring. to 
Peres* statement that Israel was 
makmg a "new start in Africa.*' 
Such phrases have often been used 
in conjunction with Israeli 
diplomatic breakthroughs, 
predicting a "retam" to Airica 
and toe immineDt renewal of 
diplomatic ties by this or that 
country. Israel has maintained 
covert economic and mflitaty 
dealings wito many African 
countries and had "interest 
sections" — de facto diplomatic 
missions — in Gabon. Kenya and 
Togo, but it has yearned for the 
iegitimatty of formal diplomacy. 

Iszaers ready efisdosure of bow 
Cameroun's recognition was 
gained si^ests that Israel is now 
offering interveatkm on behalf of 
African leaders wtose hold on 


Meanwhile, cqiposition figures in 
Sierra Leone have been 
scandalised by the governments 
cordiality to the Liat company, 
whidi has recentiy set 19 shop in 
Freetown and whi^ critics say is a 
South African saoctions-buster, 
staffed by Israeli and South 
African nationals. 

Israeli musde has recently been 
flexed for Liberia's Samuel Doe. 
In the autumn of 1985 , the feraeli 
embi^ in hfoorovia played a key 
role in smashing a vexy popular 
coup against toe young, UKterate, 
and brutal Liberian hrad of state. 
Although toe U.S. is thou^t to 
have b^ backing toe coiqiists, 
under the Reagan arimmis uaikin 
Washington has all but fenored 
great swathes of West and Central 
Africa, uhile biaeJ has asserted 
itself in these regms. 

Israel is even to have taken 
on leqionsibility for some U.S. 
mte|figenoe functkms in West 
Africa, a contention that is 


power is threatened as a quid pro ibuttiessed by an emerging Isradi 
quo for formal relations. (It also oonnection to an aboitro attenqit 


suggests that Israel has decided — 
erroneously or purely for 
propaganda — that its adversary 
in Africa is the ascendancy of 
Islam). 

At present, Togo’s Presideiit 


to overthrow toe government of 
Ghana last spring. The plot was 
foiled when Brai^an authorities 
boarded an arms-ladca sh^ and 
arrested eight U.S. mercenaries 
who said they had been hired to 


Byadema is a leading candidate f.dlead ' Ghanaian .'.dissidetus: in an 
a.deal ,ra 3 veitiuont!^ro£the:.goveaiq^t.of 

of Fiendl''^^ Taitiaa 

troops, Eyadema 'rinvived -anOiAliimtfartoe^mitiii^rtf tiiepJ^ 
atteuqited coup in Septentoer. He has led to toe New York offices of 


isthoughtto have been {Hessed by 
Zaire's President Mobutu to let 
Israel reorganise bis personal 
secur^ force. Boto Mol^tu and 
Liieria's Samuel Doe are said to 
be guarded by Israelis. Ihe arrival 
of Doe in Togo in early October — 
once before, in 1983, Doe visited 
Eyadema to plead IsraeFs cause 
— followed tty representatives of 
the Israeli Iftiesset and foreign 
mittistiy indicates at least a 
strenuous attempt on IsraeFs p^ 
to turn Eyadema's distress to its 
advatange. 

Anotiier candidate might be 
Sierra Leone, whose new 
President Memeh has seen a brief 
honeymoon give way to 
widespread popular 
dissatisfaction.' Monmoh's 
emissaries met with Israeli 
officials in London in late August, 
lepoTtedly to discuss 
re-establishing formal ties. 


Bophuthatswana International 
Ltd, and two men woriciog there 
— ^lonxm Schwartz and Ronald 
Greenwald, the company 
president. Greenwald portra^ 
himself as a commodities trader, 
but tile company is registered with 
.the U.S. government as the 
foreign agent of tiie Souto African 
bantustao Bophuthatswana and 
Greenwald has told of hs role in a 
swap several years ago involving 
an Israeli pilot held in 
Mozambique. 

While the now imprisoned' 
American mercenaries were led to 
believe th^ bad si^iedon with a' 
CIA-sanctioned operation wito 
(firect fines to toe now infomous 
National Security Council, they 
identify Schwartz, controlled 
toe operation, as an agent of 
IsraeFs Moss^. The columnist 
Jack Anderson calls 
Bophuthatswana Ltd “a joint 


ClA/Nfossad front", and that 
South Africa was possibly 
involved. Israel was also 
implicated in a 1983 attempt to 
ropple Rawlings. It has very likely 
stuped in to ^ toe vacuum left in 
(%ana wbea toe CIA’s operations 
were eiqiosed and dismantled in 
1985. 

Another South African 
connection luiks in toe tiiadowy 
agreements Peres is reported to 
have made with King Hassan n 
during his July visit to Morocco. 
The Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic and toe Paris magaTirift 
A J^ue-Asie say that toe Morocco 
visit resulted in Israel’s promisnig 
sophisticated arms and advisers, 
for Morocco’s continuing war 
against the- Pofisario Front for 
control (rf toe Western Sahara. 
Higfr-rankn^ braeli officers have 
been seen in Morocco, and the 
government has recently made a 
number of ooncessiooaiy moves 
toward Israel While in toe p^ 
Israel has supplied Morocco with 
weapons for ks war, in recent 
months Souto Africa has also 
assumed a prominent role at the 
side of toe embattled king, 
providing training ?mH mifitaxy 
vehicles. 

''^Meanwhite, as anti-apartheid 
-sentiment mo.unts, 'the 
^iustificatitmT’Cised ity Caraeicmn, 
Ijberia and 'Zaire tiiat IsraeFs 
exchange of ambassadors wito 
E^t satisfied the OAU*s 
original grievance against XsTael 
seems to have become inelevaot. 
A recent canvas of African 
governments Ity toe Israeli dafly 


Ha'aretz found that Israel's 
mifitaiy and economic finks wito 
the white government in Pretoria 
were toe most significant obstacle 
to their breaking with the OAUs 
1 973 embargo of Israel (aJtiiou^ 
tyuqiatoy fortoe Palestinian cause 
also runs strong in Africa). 
Another Israeli paper, Davar, 
reports toat Nigeria and otoer 
African countries have indicaced 
they will renew relations with 
Israel if it ends arms sales to Souto 
Africa and revokes licences for 
weapons prod uctioD it has granted 
the apm^kl regime — Imidly a 
likely possibility. 

In September, toe then director 
oflsraeFs foreign ministry, David 
Kimche, went to Nigeria, but his 
attempt to renew diplomacy was 
fruitl^.The pro- Israeli president 
of Kenya, Daniel Arap Mbi, is 
now considering withdrawing 
landing rights for El Al flights to 
Johaonetourg. He also denied 
Shimon Peres' request for a public 
visit on his way back from 
Cameroun. Following 
Cameroun's restoration of 
diplomatic ties wito Israel, toe 
governments of Gabon, Burkina 
Faso, Gambia, Sen«^al, and the 
Central African Republic have all 
issued statements denying that 
,^co^tkm of Israel was under 
' coosraeration., .^rmany. toe 
of Cameroun's du^awed 
: :d^sition ( UPC) charged that by 
restoring relations with Israel, 
Preskleot Biya bad "placed our 
country in toe camp of those who 
support toe racist regime of 
Pretoria” — Middle- East 
Interoational, London. 



Moroccans do a lot for Americans for so little 


stake. 


By John 

PRESIDENT Reagan would surely have relished being in 
Morocco durmg the monto of Novenfoer. And not just because of 
toe balmy weather. The main attiactioa for him would have been 
tire fact tiiat die current ccias ghaWng his admmistratioa was 
gett^ only very modest oover^ in toe Moroccan newspapers. 
Tal^ up most of tiie q»oe was tbeoewsof aootiiermtemational 
crisis tb^ the newspapers dearly thought was of much more 
interest — the ongoing saga of Ceuta and MeliOa. 

Ceuta and Melina? Don't worry, very few other people outside 
Morocco have ever heard of them either. These are the names of 
two Spanish-controUed enclaves on Mnooco’s nortoem cost, 
wfakta are the relics of Spam's former oofonies in tiib pert of the 
worid . During the two we^ that uty wife and 1 were hrtiidstying in 
Morocco, the iwc k was raising a food drumbeat jxotest over 
some recent restrictiye measures iirqiosed Ity on Moroccan 

residents of the enclaves. The protests were aoooinpanied by 
txumpetBig editorials demanding toat S{Min evacuate the endaves 
and hand them over to Motoooo. Cboqrared to this story, toe 
developmeais in WadiiDgtOQ were of minor interest, genoalty 
^tting plated “below toe fold," and sometimes even related to 
inside pages. 

There was a lot more toat toe presideat would have liked too. 
During our visit, Morocco and toe United States put oa some 
impressive joint naval exercises that were, in feet, toe largest such 
operations to haw been carried out in North Africa since toe 
second world war. Codenamed African Ea^e, the manoeuvres 
involved more than 10XK)0 American mifitaxy men and induded 
beachhead landings on Morocco's Adantic coastime. But Mr. 
Reagan would have found it refreshing to see tiiat tiieze was 
hardly a line about all tills to be found in any of the nen^»per$. 

The holding of the mifitaiy exercise and toe subdued treatment 
of " liangate" were not unrelated events, bur rather a reflection of 
toe improved relations bebveen the regime of King Hassan II and 
the Reagan administration ever since last August, when the king 
abandoned his treaty of “unity" with toe administration’s arch 
eneniy, Muammar Qadhafi. Since freedom of the press in 
Morocco still operates wi thin narrow limits, it was wnfain the 
government's power to do Presklent Reagan the courtety of 
minimising the media ooveiage of the embarrassing discloames 
about Iran,and tiieircoosequences. Asforitsdown-playiqgofthe 
maixieuvres, ttiis was done- with Watoiogtrai's approva l, and. 
stemined from the Damral reluctance of any Arab eountiy to draw 
too mudi attentxKi to a militaiy and political relationsfa^ with toe 
United States. 

From what 1 was able to glean, however, as we toured toe 
beautiful landscapes and majestic dties of this countiy. King 


Law 

Hassan feels be has been doing far more for the Americans, since 
the Reagan adTnmfs tratifwi came to power, than the Americans 
have been doing for him. Begioiiing in 1982, the King has signed 
^reements that not only allowed for massive U.S.-MoTOOcan 
jomt exe rci ses but also granted “transif* and "access” rights to 
Amerkan mifitaiy aircraft. Also thanks to the king, toe U.S. is 
now buildjag a “Voice of America" transmitting station near 
Tangier that will be toe largest in the Arab World, only second to 
VOA’s txansmittiog station in the Negev desert in Palestine. On 
top of this, last summer, in a toove that was made primarily to 
please toe U.S., tiie king took the political risk of havi^ ameeting 
in Morocco with IsraeFs Sbimoo Peres. But d^ite these and 
other aceooimodations, the Ido^ is fedng a decline in American 
mifitaiy and economic aid at a time when hb economy is having 
particularly serious balanoe-of-payments and foreign debt 
tBffigilrief, 

As we drove around Morocco, we saw the vestiges of tiie 
diou^t^diicb ravaged the oountiy from I980fo 1985. Although 
the dzoi^t had been over for more than a year, and toe current 
harvest b notably heavier, the water reservoirs are not yet any 
where near their noi^ levels, and desolate acres of dead trees 
.are still a comraon si^t. Like otiier Arab countries, Morocco b 
dso eaqrariencing tob year a drop in revenue from tourism, an 
important moneymaker. Even though November was 
“off-season," it nonetiieless came as a surprise to enoounter no 
ox}re.than a couple of dozen Americans in a two-week tour of the 
country, and even fewer British. (Although' we did see. some 
package-tour groups from the oemtiDent.) Thb was certainly a 
missed opportunity for many a budKt-minded tourist, since the 
current exchange rate means a double room in a dduxe hotel costs 
as fitde as $30 a day. 

The ocoeption is toe famous Mamounia Hotel in Marrakesh, 
which after a recmit facelift charges rates equivaleat to dehize 
accommodation in Fahn Beadi, New York or London. Thb new 
' Mamoimb b no longer toe hotd with toe okl-feshioned Moorish 
elegances so favouvra by the likes of Winston Omrchfll. At a cost 
of SS3m neariy 500 woriemen labouring around the clodc for five 
months have turned it into a flashy, modem, bi^-teefa' : bo.tel that 
for sunqituous ^tter may well tave no equal anywhere. 11 m - 
renovation was toe brainchild of King Hassan, who is said to have 
wanted a plare ^riiere be could put iq> hb most important frieads 
and guests in appn^iriate splendid. One problem for toe 
oidmaiy visitor, apart from thopritt,U that he could find himself 
bumped from hiSDOtel room wito littieorno notice to make room 
for a guest of die Idiig — Middle East International, Londrai. 


Suicidal note? 

TotfaeEditoR- 

SOMEWHERE on the oontinent of Europe, a promising and 
progre^ive university student in hb twenties threw himself from a 
high cliff and died a dreadful death. Not a single peison in hb 
neighhoutoood imagined tiiat such a gentleman would embark upon 
such an abominable act. 

On a bureau in hb father’s study he had left a memorandum: “ Life 
b boring; there is no point in going on living." 

Whfie goaig through hb son’s files and papers, the father was able 
to lay hb hands on abundant evidence to prove that hb son belonged 
totbe“B^oad-the-GraveCoinpanioas.’’ Members of thb group or 
club are united by the same de^rate outlook and toe same 
detenninatkm to put an end to then lives. 

Suicide was murder at common law. In toe United States of 
America.somejurisdictioiisstillconsidersuicideasacrinie.Tlibbas 
farasman'slawsare concerned. However, God’s laws, as revealed to 
us in Hb Holy Books, strictly condemn tte taking of one's own life 
whether for a good or ffa a'bad cause. 

Under the general provisions of a Life Insurance Policy b a suicide 
dause ttokh makes it impossible for the insurer ater a period of two 
y^rs from toe date of inception of toe contract to contest death by 
suicide in order to avoid paymeat of the proceeds to the beneficiary. 
Sonie companies fimh toe suicide exclusion period to one year. 
Obviously, after toe e^qairation of the limitation period, deato by 
suidde b^mes a genuine death claim payable to tiie beneficiary 
unless it can be proved in a court of law the deceased (insured) 

defrauded the insurer by purchasing insurance with the deUberate 
puiposeof committing suK^e, and thb is not easy to prove. 1 know of 
one case only in which toe British House of Lords held - "that the 
condition in the polkty inqilied an undertaking tty toe insurance 
conqiany to pay if toe assui^ died by hb own band, sane or insane, 
after the expiry of one year from toe commencement of toe'poiicy. 
However, it b contraiy to p^lic policy that either a person who had 
committed a crime, or w personal representatives, should be 
allowed to benefit from the crime. Therefore, the policy b 
unenforceable." Suicide was at that time a crime in Britam. 

The following b a twical Suicide Qause: 

" E within two years mm the date of issue toe insured shall die by 
suicide, vtoetiiersane or insane, toe amount payable by toe company 
shall be the premium paid less any loans.” 

Such a cla^ embodied in a Life Insurance Contract and sold in 
our oountty b contrary to public policy simply because our 
ooDStitudon and laws consider death by suicide a crime. Tiie 
following Suidde Qause b prt^xised: 

“If tiie death of the insured was the result of suidde, the amount 
payable Ity the- company shall be the cash surrender value less any 
loans." 

Id almost all cases of suidde, toe victim b inflicted mto duom'c 
frustration and d^ression. The unnecessary infliction of pain and 
sufidemg that a victim experimoes b mostly due to tiie victim’s 
upbringing: and the parents should bear the brunt of the diazge. For 
toe parents enooui^, cheer and applaud their child as be starts, 
submerging and dbappearmg in world pleasures and Imuiies: 
Money, modem villas, tashkxi^le cats, pin-up girls, and everything 
that toe worid can possibly impart qxm him. By the time he b in 1^ 
twenties, he has ei^rieaced everything worth experiencing. Th^ 
and toen, he starts pro^iecting Cev fun and exchement be^nd the 
grave. Others who are older and supposed to be wiser, resort- to 
suicxie in onkrto escape from some pressing problem tiiatb facibg 
toem eveiy minute of evep^ dtty, ' ' . 

iGfeate N. Saig. 

1 P.O.Box 396 
-Amman 
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Middle East awakes slowly to dangers of AIDS 


ChatmiDg 

Reuur ■ 

KUWAIT Cracks are starting 
to ai^war m a wall of 
confro^ the Wcnid Wenith 
Otganisalioa (WHO) in its figh t 
against the JdOer disease AIDS m 
the Nfiddte East 
Few cases of acquired immnne 
deficiency Syndrome have been 
offidally admbwledged in the 
deeply religious and conservative 

Tslamic WOlld. 

By October, only Turkey and 
Tunisia had re^nded, either 
posidwly or neigatively, to a 
WHO appeal for information 
needed to stop the - disease 
sprea<fing. Each reported two 
cases. 

Bat concern about AIDS is 
mounting, several countries have 
been faking action and ox>re 
information is slowly snxfocing: 
—In the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a tc^ of&dal sa id last 


month 70,000 imn^rant wooers 
were sereened in a year and 70 
■foieigaers imspflcted carrying 
the AIDS virus deponed. 

■— Officels in Kuwait said a 
British engineer and two other 
unidentified etpatriates werb 
deported aher they were 
:di^;no5ed as cairieis. 

— Two cases were disclosed in* 
Saudi Arabia by an Ameiican- 
medical jouzoal quoting a rqx>rt 
hy a q>ecblist hoqHial in R^dh. 
Both cases were blamed on blood 
toansfnsions. 

' ^ Seven cases have been 
reported fzom Cyprus. 

Ihe first two cases in Egypt 
were revealed this montii, one a 
^^ting professor at the American 
Univeirily in Cairo. ■ 

Kuwaiti Health MBnister Abdel 
Rahman A1 Awadi told rqaorters 
the Gulf Cooperation CoiuuA 
(GCC^. which groups Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, wo^ soon 


introduce a anii-AZDS 

pohcy. 

He said it would inchxde teas 
for people £iom'‘high-risI^’'areas 
but gave no otiier details. 

A regional “strike force” 
i^aittst AIDS has been set tq> in 
response to an initiative by the 
Genevai'based WHO to cover 
more titan 20 countries, masUy 

Tdamic_ fmTn in 

Pakistan and borne to over 300 
million people. 

Dr. Mostafa Abu Lisan, 
director of its Kuwait-based unit, 
said the aim was to create “centres 
of CKcefiepce” to qtearfaead the 
war against AIDS in an area 
where many countries lacked 
fundSjf acSities and know-bow for 
their own campaigns. 

“The job is to promote 
research, diagnosis, training and 
pidrlic awareness,*’ he said of the 
task force, whidi also has units in 
Egypt and Pakistan. 

. AIDS, which destr oy s the 


bod^^s immunity system, is most but it is believed to have ap^died 
pre^entamong homosexuals but the measure selectively, 
itean also attack intravenous drug Officials in Kuwait srid some 

users, heteros exuals j md---^resta were bemg enforced, for 
reorients Idood transfusi^. ^tance on scholarship students 
A Kuwaiti doctor, Kazem mm Africa and certain viators 
Behbehani, said official fiomAsia. 


reluctance to disclose AIDS cases 
to the WHO should falloff when it 
was realised that boQU>sexuaJ' 
relations — forbidden imder the 
Td«mi> — were not the root 
cause of the in tikt region. 

He said a conference whi^ he 
organised nnder WHO au^ices in 
Kuwait identified blood 
transfutioos and use of 
nnsterilised syringes as the biggest 
AIDS haard in the Middte EasL 

The conference endorsed an 
action plan ioclodizig a ban on 
blood inq>orts, limits on the use of 
blood in mescal therapy and 
screening of Uood banks. 

Saudi Arabia has decreed that 
all foreigoers vishing the kingdom 
must prove themselves AIDS- free 


Kuwait's national AIDS 
preveotioa committee said the 
Gulf state propored to extend 
screening to highly-endemic 
areas. 

The WHO has identified 
Africa, Australia, Europe and 
North and South America as areas, 
hit by “substantial endemic or 
epidemic" outbreaks of 
AIDS- related disease. 

Since AIDS was first identified 
in 1981 . nearly 33,000 cases have 
been regtstered, mostly in the 
United States, according to data 
compOedbythe WHO in October. 

C^e-quartef of tiie couDUies 
submitting data said they were 
AIDS-fiee. But the WHOnoteda 


lade of surveiliance systems in 
developing countries .and the 
slowness of symptoms developing 
—the incubation period lasts brom 
six montiis to over five years. 

'’The reported cases ... are the 
tip of the iceberg,” jt said. 

Estimates indicated 50 to 100, 
or even more, virus carriers for 
each case of AIDS diagnosed and 
tho8“fiveto 10 milfioo persons to 
the world are thought to be 
infected.” 

Abu t echoed warnings, 
that AIDS should serve as a 
remmder of the merits of dean 
living. 

“I hope people wiU make 
prevention their prime target and 
abstain from abnormal and 
unacceptable practices that might 
lead to the Idller disease,’* be 
in an interview. 

“Unfortunately, if a core is 
found, people will stop worrying,’' 
he add^ 


Singapore aims to become 
‘a nation of non-smokers.’ 

As to the nEE&~of smokers to 


Nicaraguan first lady is a poet, politician and revolutionary 


^ Bryna Brennan 

^Associated Press 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — First 
lady Rosario MuriDo is a poet, 
pofitician, and a levolutiottary. 
She is creating what she eaib an 
“artistic oCfenihw." 

In Nicaragua, she is known as 
die “oompanera” (oonqianion} of 
Presideat Daniel Ortega, whom 
she has never married. 

“Ifs not that Pm against 
marriage,” said Ms. Murillo. “If 
you have req>ect, cooperation, 
love and sometiiing tratiiful it's 
beyond reproach.” 

She is the audior of five woiks 
of poetry , which are filled with her 
'feelings of love, h<^, .birtii, 
death, her nation, revolution and 
war. 

**1 began my poetry when I was 


5 or 6,” said Ms. MnriDo, 35, 
during an interview atberoffice at 
the Sandmista Assocaatioo of 
CUltuxaL Wodceis. “But after the 
1972 I really got 

serious about it.” 

Some 10,000 people were killed 
in the devastatiiig quake, which in 
pw led to the 1979 ouster of 
dictator Anastasio ' Somoza. 
Milfioos of <foUars in fordgn 
(fisaster aid were squandered, and 
die capital city of Managna still 
hosts vast eng)ty lots and buildinig 
shells. 

*'l lost a baby son m die 
eardiquake,” said Ms. MnriDo, 
nho is the modier of seven 
children, induding two from an 
earlier marriage. “We lost 
practically eveiydiing, our city, 
our history. I diihi’t kiKiw what to 


do with the pain and grief I had 
inside.” 

In one of her books, “To Love is 
Ib Flgjht^’ C* Amar es Oornbatn*'), 
she draicates a moving poem “To 
my son who died in the 
earthquake.” In anodier, she 
w r i te s the woric is “To DanicL” 
Ms. MnriDo said she etefaanged 
leoten and poetry widi Ortt^ 
when he was jailed for 
revolotionaiy activities from 1 967 
to 1974. They knew each odier as 
children. 

*T never visited him, and 
perfa^ I still feel bad about that. 
Bat I was involved in the 
underground movemdit then and 
wonld have ran a risk.” 

Ste ran mm Ortega quite by 
aeddentinamnseamin 1977 “in 
a Latin American city.” 


“It’s not Cuba,” she said. 
“Perhaps if s just pariof the magic 
that 1 don’t want to say.” 

Ms. l^iriDo, educated at die 
Rancttcan Gxeenway convent in 
Devon, Wngiawd, wo^ed with the 
Sandmistas nndergroimd from 
1969 ontil they to power in 
1979. She lived part, of the time in 
in Venezuela, Paqama and 
Costa Rica. 

She worked as a secremry and 
iitittr as an art columnist from 
1967 until 1977, wMi La Prensa 
oea/sfoper owner Pedio Joaqnin 
Qiaiwiio, who was kfflfri bn 
^moza’s tMtinnal goaid in 1^8. 
The newqiaper was ordered 
dosed lastJinre fay the Sandmista 
govemment. 

Id 1984 tba was elected to the 
watiftnai asaeosltiy. 


She also brings culture to 
Nkazagua, and th« year she 


from the Bbltitoi ballet to a 
concert by the American folk 
music group ft ter, Paul and Mary. 

hi between her cultonl work, 
writing, reading, exercise and 
diplomatic responsibilities, she 
takes time to be wi± her diDdren. 
She has a 17-year-old son in the 
Sandinista army and an 
iS-year-oki daughter. Her other 
children range in age fiom 1 to 8. 

“Fm trying to have another 
one,” said Ms. f^nilfo, adding she 
suffoxed a ffiiscaxriBge in Jnly. 

She — ki it takes “imagmation” 
to find Hme to be witii Ortega. 

Ourmg Ortega's tx^.to Chicago 
last August she acted as translator 
“by accideaf* after the r^^ilar 


U.N. plan to preserve old Sanaa under threat 


Xfy Dftaa Maitar 

Reuter 

SANAA — Lack of funds and an 
exodus of inhsbitants thtwafawi 
plsns to save North Yemen's 
walled coital city <rf with 

its basding souks, quiet all^ and 
xicfaly-deooratcd IXKlO-yearold 
btttkiings. 

Offirwls estimate tiie plan, 
'tmtiAw^ in 1984 by tite UJ^. 
-Educational, Scientific and 
•Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), wffl cost SI billion 
and lake until tiie end of ^ 
.century to comidete. 

But little progr e ss has Iftea' 
oiade so far and there have been 
only symbolic financial 
cootxfimtioos, mainly firom Italy. 
The problem has beea macte 
worse by UNESCO’s own cash 
crisis foDowmg the United Stated 
wididrawal from the raganisation. 

The officials say Golf Arab 
-states, which trad i t i onally siqyort 
■the Red Sea coumzy on the 
southern Arabian peninsDla, have 
not yet acted on pledges to 
provide money for the pnojecL 

Yet Sanaa's old city, oSering a 
vivid ^ng>se of a disqipeaxiag 
age, is a jewel in the Arab 
heritage. Stately residences tower 
up to eight stor^ h^, iheir 
intrieate tppor b ri de w ork picked 
out wi& ndihewash. 

fiiside, alabaster skyl^ts and 
arched stained-glass windows 
diffase ^are. Top-floor sitting 
rooms look over roofs, minarets,, 
and otherwise hidden 

bdimd hi^ walls. 

Abdul A1 Haddad, 

( fir ector of the board of trustees 
for the restoratjoa and 
preserv ati on of <dd Sanaa, said, 
many of the city’s 6,590 houses, 
^me 10 centuries old, would 
ooHipseifwodc<fidnotBtart8odn. , 

A number of mud-brick* 
h nflding s have already coll^jsed 
because of lack df maintenance 
and decity, be added. 

Haddad the problem had 
been compounded Ity an exodus of 
more than 20 per cent of the edd 
city’s 50,000 inhabitants for more 
modem areas. “Tbis means li^ 
or DO minteiianoe win be carried; 
out by tike owners,” he said. 

Pr^iaiDaiy results of a 1986 
pubiraied by the centraL 
piMwthtg oonneS indicate diat of 
Sanaa’s 425,000 inhabitants, only 
20,000 10 35,^ BOW five in the. 
old city. 

The dty, foonded according to 

legend by Shem, son of Noah, lies 
in a breia 2300 metres above sea 

level, whh tiie btoe-gxey peak of 


Jdiel Niiqoffl standing sentinel" 
nearby. 

Earliest referenoes to Sanaa asa 
city date back neaxty 2,000 years. 

Many sections of the 
seven-gated dty waD, once tride 
enon^ to take a dool^ and can, 
have Ofoabled. 

Bat the dty centre, witii its 
noity madeet sudls set in a maze of 
wmdhig alleys, has Ai»nged Uttie 
siooe Ifortii Yemen was'opened to 
the outride worid after me 19^ 
xevDlction ousted the monarchy. 

5taid the dqNUtUie of 

borne, and busmess owners fiom 
die <rfd city had buBdings 

becaiiae- their s n cc e Mo n - w e ie 
mainl y fipm zonl axeis ' and 
"cannot be expected to 
understand the importance of 
restoration and cleanliness.” 

Macy 'YenMxds say tike' 1962 
revolntion has eroded the 
Ifie-style of tile old dty. Most 


~yoang people now want to leave* 
family homes when tiiey many 
and move to newer homes outride 
its timiei- 

Haddad said the preservation 
plan envisaged improved 
mtegrated sockl and f>rnnttmir. 
fadfities vtiiidi woiild keep the old 
caty aBve. “Conservation ... and 
the maintenance of cnlttiral 

hnritagn fo WMiir>» ^winmnie 

soiae,” he added. 

He said the entiih plan would' 
take until tile end of die oenttny to 
ooirplelB. 

~ Nortii YenMD’sgQtvemnienthas 
fdedgedtorairextbiidoftiieoost, n 
• irtttlie" Tttadatf ^-■g ptimhtk; that 
Yemenis and home "owners sHD 
contribute another third. 

‘There ia a Heeling ammig Ae 
people tint tiiii is snportant ... 
tiiey have responded positively la 
oar campaign,” he sud. “We fed 
hoonld soon be off the ground." 





Son'a’s oUdtywifoityricdtiy-<leooratedl,009*y(HUM)ldbaDdingB,is 
a jewd far the Arab bo it a ge. UNESCO plam to save North Yemen’s 
walled capital city have made fittk pr ogres s for lack of funds. 


Sri Lankans advertise for a spouse 


By MarDyn Oddxmiar 

Reuter 

COLOMBO — . Arranged 
marriages are making a 
oombeback in Sri Lanka as more 
and more parents, having 
bypassed traditional marriage 
brokers, use classified 
advertisements to find suitable life 
partners for their children. 

Eadi Sondtty, the classified 
pages of Sri Lanka's major 
newspapers are packed with 
adveitisements for hurinnds and 
wives. 

Marriage brokers, once 
instantiy recognisable by theh 
blade bats and umbrellas tucked 
under their arms, used to be seen 
all over this Tndfam Ocean island 
but thty are now almost extincL 

Ten years ago love marriages 
overtook - arranged marriages, 
partly because parents grew tired 
of paying fees to marriage brokers 
and giving them confidential 
information about their duldien 
and families. 

But as newspaper space for 
marriage advertisements has 
expanded, arranged onions have 
regamed tiieir former popularity. 

“Marriage proposals advertised 
through papers are like picposals 
for arranged marriages 
themselves. Despite love 
maxrizgm ooiniqg into the scene, 
people have not shaken off .then- 
belief in arranged marriag^” 
T.M. Dole, the advertising 
manager a£ the Eng^ language 
Sunday Observer and the 
, Sinhalese Inguage Sflumma, told 


Reuters. 

The Sunday Observer and the 
Silumina carry more 
advertisements tiian any otiier 
newspapers. Eadi Sonday riwut 
135 proposals are placed in tiie 
Obswer and about 150 in the 
Sflumma. 

“ We started with tiuee columns 
in 1980, five years ago we went to 
five columns and we plan to go to a 
fiiUpage by early next year,” Dole 
said. 

The chances of finding a catch 
dqiend very mudi on what you 
uy about youiselL 

If you are a woman advertising 
for a partner you most state your 
dowry and other financial assets. 
The more, the better. U you’re a 
prospective bridegroom, a rough 
idea of your salary and occupation 
will do. 

“If a dowry is big, say about 
500,000 rupees (S17,600) a 
woman mi^tget at least 25 letters 
after one week,” Dole said. 

Women also usually state 
vdietfaer tiiey have a house, cash, 
jewellety and fair skin — whidi 
men of^ favour. 

A man stating a monthly salary 
of 15,000 rupees .($530) in a 
country where 1,000 ($35) is the 
averse w31 get instant responses. 

Some men oow prefer a wife 
with a regular job rather than one 
with a dowry. 

Officaalsattire Job Bank,astate 
body matching job seekers with 
derical vacancies in government, 
said more women qrplied at tiieir 
office this year because they 
reali^ nm liked working wives. 


hifUtfon has leapt to seven per 
cent this year fiom 1.5 per cent 
last year mainly because the war 
being waged against Tamil 
guerrillas is dnuning the country's 
coffers. 

But although prospects of 
financial strirfl^ are is^rtant m 
sudi an economic environment, it 
is toe stats which often the 
final word in sealing a marine. 

Two typical marriage 
adveitisementt recently read: 
“Govigaina Catiiolic mother 
seeks -a partner, professional or 
businessman, for convent 
educated English speaking 
pleasant daughter age 28, 5*3". 
Returned fiom Europe having 


two lakhs, fixed deposits monthly 
interest 3,000 rupees. Foreign 
account for $7,5(w, subslantiri 
jeweUeiy. Karawe considexed. 
Horoscope essentiaL” 

(Govigama is the hi^iest of six 
major castes which include 
Karawe. One lakh is about 
$3,500. 

And, “Well connected Karawe 
Buddhist parents, father 
pensioner, seek for their son, 28 
years, 5*5”, engineer. teetotaUer, 
non-smoker, employed in a 
govexnmeot organisation, a fair, 
pleasant educated partner with 
similar status and reasooable 
dowry. Reply with fiiU details 
to^toer wito copy of boiosoope .” 


FOR RENT 


1) UNFURNISHED deluxe first floor villa consists of 4 
bedrooms, living, dining and sitting room, 3 
verandas, separate central heating and telephone. 


2) FURNISHED roof with one bedroom, guest room, 
bath room and kitchenette, large terrace, central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: Residential Engineers Housing 
North of 7th Circle 

For more information please call Tel 811015-816150, 
Amman. 


translator get a sore tiiioat. ' 

“I was so frightened. But I only 
made a few mistakes.” 

She said she views her woric as a 
way of coDtribnting to the nation 
and expressing her mnermost 
tiiou^ts. 

“I want to create a continning 
artistic offensive. We want to 
prove to ourselves, the people, 
that tiie spirit of our people is 
unbeatable. Li a country under 
attack such as ours we lave this 
obfigation.” 

Rebels, receiving financing 
from the Unked States; have been 
attompting to onst the leftist 
Sandmista govemment for the 
past five years. 

“There is still a tenderness, a 
warmth, love among oor people," 
she said. 

Her most diexisbed activity for- 
qniet is to 

Her favonrite iwwnetan is Bob 
Dorian and she says she likes 
Lfooel Richie and John Denver. 

“And 1 love to dance. 1 get aO 
toe childreD to do it with me,” she 
said. 

Mnrillo said she foags to. 
have the rimft to write longer 
woiks, pexhaps a ooveL 

“When we adiieve peace, when 
the war is over, I would like to 
dedicate myself to writing ribout 
culture. Bit and then mtybe take a 
long vacatiDn in Nicaragna.” 


By Jdte Katigbak 

Reuter 

SINGAPGRE - Watch 
television, listen to the radio, 

Cbe newspapers or make a 
telqtoone time check and (toaoces 
are you will be bombarded wito 
warnings on the evils of smoking. 

Take a walk and you will see 
people fiantically fanning han ds 
under noses when passing a 
smoker. 

Welcome to Singapore. 
Welcome to the malcing of a 
nation of non-smokers w|^ the 
government is even considering 
outlawn^ smoking if its latest 
campaign does not make 
Singaporeans kick toe habit. 

A flood of publicity 
condemning smoking has 
followed toe announcement of toe 
three- month anti-smoking 
campaigD tty Health Minister 
Richard Hu on December 1. 

More and more hotels, stores, 
offices and restaurants are 
declaring themselves 
oon-smoking areas or setting- 
aside more places for 
non-smokers. 

Hu said Singapore’s majority 
non-smokeis must be protected 
from cigarette smoke and warned 
that the government might 
inttoduce Imvs against smoking if 
education and persuasion fail. 

Vigorous campaigns aimed at 
altering people’s behaviour are 
not new in Singapore. 

Over the years the government 
has sanctioned scores of 
campaigns ranging fiom getting 
peo^e to smile, be more polite, 
stop spitting, to them to eat 
more frozen pork — a campaign 
aimed at encouraging 
consumption of imported pork so 
pig fanra could be phased out. 

Hu said, as well as its 
anti-smoking campaign, the 
government was also considering 
measures including prohibiting 
cigarette sales to people under 18 
and hanning c^arettes wito h^ 
oJeotme and tar content. 

“I thtnlc the government aim is 
to ehhershame me ortreatmelike 
a pariah to stop me from 
smoking ” one smoker said as he 
puffed on his c^^rette. Nearby a' 
poster prodaimed “U you must 
smoke —smoke alone.” 

Other posters warn 
non-sniokeTS of the dangers of 
“sidestream” smoke and tell them 
to assert their right to dean air. 



Amman Marriott Hotel 
La Patisserie 
is making available to 
the Khalaf Stores 
their, chocolates, 
pies, cake, pastry, 
breads and 
much more of 
Marriott's 
La Patisserie 


As CO the r^Ebrof smokers to 
continue to li^t up, Hu said: “An 
individiiars right to smoke is 
overridden by the majority's right 
to asmoke-free environment.” 

The higlilight of the campaign 
will be a smokeless week from 
January 1 1 during which smokers 
will be under even more pressure 
to quit. 

Health officials say smoking m 
Singapore has declined in the past 
few years from 23 per cent of 
people 1 5 years and older to about 
19 percent out of a population of 
2.6 milfioa. 

Tbesmoking raze increases with 
ags and about half of the men in 
toe 55 to 59 age group are 
smokers. 

Officials say heart disease and 
emcer are toe two top killers in 
Singapore and many of toe 
could be traced to smoking. 

Last year 2,419 people in 
Smgapore died of heart failure, 
double the number of 10 years 
ago. Lung cancer deaths almost 
doubled in the same period from 
352 to 695. 

The health ministry is 
(fistributing thousands of booklets 
to companies advising them to 
control smoking on their 
premises. 

The booklet. “How to reduce 
tobacco smoke in your working 
environment,” details the harmful 
'effects of smoking and warns 
non-smokers that they will suffer 
if they live or work in an 
enviroameot polluted by cigarette 
smoke. 

Health officials suggest that 
smoking should be banned in 
places where people work 
together, in offices with central 
atr-conditioaing, and where food 
is served. 

Smoking in government offices 
is discouraged and there are no 
cigarettee adveitisements on 
ratoo ortelevisioD. 

The armed forces recently 
announced sweeping measures to 
curb smoking including a ban on 
the sale and advertising of 
cigarettes in utility camps and 
b^s and prohibiting smoking in 
common offices, mearing and 
conference rooms. 

Military autiioritiessaid asalast 
resort they might ban all those in 
uniform from smoking. 

Even writers of Sinppore's 
filmg and television series are 
cutting smoking scenes or 
cigarette-puffing characters out of 
their scripts. 





for more information call 660 1 00 
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To advertise in 

(his section 



Call 667171-6 
670141*4 

ext. 223 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant. 

The only typical . Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Fully Airepnditioned 

Ms away avalsiile 

Open daay 12:00 - IS’JO 
18:00 - 23:30 

Wad Sava Bond - arar Itellic 

Briar 

%naam,Soedm 

L Tel: 661^ J 



The first A bast 
Chktoss Restaurant 
in Jordan 

lat'CfreiR,- Mat -Amman, 
naarAhti^hQ^ Setmot 

^ aianaMs 


8t^l2:00-3;30pjn. 
Del 638968 . 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

next to grindlays 

BANK 

TSke away serrice avaflable 

Open daSy H:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 


cokiu'T’ 

vitll 1M>UfA 

CORFU GREEK TWCRnA 
Tne First and Only Greek 
Restaurant In Jordan 


I J ) TORIGHT -d-d' 
AKD CVCRY NIGirT 

£fVs AUsitc 

JORBATRC GREEK, 
LOCATED; 

JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP. fSENCH LOAF 
• et! 641585 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 

TskMmay sorfee 

i Open daUy Noon - 330 pjn. 

A- 630 pjn. - midnight 
Plaass call to rasanfo toL 
our NEW 
Karean BarA-Q 
Location: Near 3rd Circia 
opposite Akiiah Hospital ■ 
' laU 641088 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 
Intamationaf moving, 
storage, clearing, 
dooMo^oor service 


Agena aff aver (He woiU 
Tel: 664090.660852 . 

TtK 22205 BESMCO JO 
CatalK Niisakehco. 
Pi>. Bex S3B48T 
AMMAN JORDAN 


- CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca street, Yarwouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner ri^lDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daUy 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:3o - Mubd^t 









Sports 

Arsenal stretches unbeaten streak 


JORDAN HMES, iSUNDAY DECEMBER 21, 1986! 


LONDON (R) — English League leader Arsenal is 
dearly intent on makii^ mana^ George Graham 
eat hinnble pk after sh^tchh^ its unbeaten nm to 
games with a 3-0 win over lliton Saturday. 

Eailyjn die season Graham was wliidiliadocHiceded39goa]snil8 
adamant diat hb squad was not league outings, and Liverpool, 
s trong enough to mount a serkws missiim several key players a^ its 
tide challenge. Since then the usual uuid approach, ^ed to get 
London dub has picked up 32 the better of- Charlton even 
pouts out of a possible 36. 

Three goals in the final 20 
minutes bom Niall Quinn, Tony 
Adams and Martin I^^es, his 
12th of the season, ensured tiiat 
Arsenal would celebrate its 
centenary on Christmas Day with 
a heahhy five-point lead m the 
First Division. 

While Arsenal continued to 
rehrii life at the top, its nearest 
challenger Nottingham Forest and 
defending chanroion Liverpool 
laboured to godl^ draws. 

Forest, the First Division's 
leading scorers, was unable to 
breadi a Southampton defence 


though the London side was 
redimedto 10 men for the last half 
hour when substitute Robert Lee 
liimed off with an imkie injury. 

I^rest was fortunate to kUp its 
unbeaten home record intact 
During a hectic five-minute 
period in die second half nanny 
Wallace had a shot biilfiandy 
saved and Colin Clarke, 
Southanipton’stop scorer, drove a 
shot against the post. 

Both Liverpool and Forest 
could have dme whh the services 
of Tottenham's prolific martggman 
Qjye Allen. 

He took his tally for the season 


to 24 with botii goals in his side's 
2-0 win over botlomchib Chelsea, 
uho has not won in its last nine 
league qipearances. 

Everton, beset by injuries 
(hning the first three months of- 
the season, continues to look ooe 
of theteainsbestequqjped to deny 
Arsenal its first league tide snibe 
1971. 

It swqrt aside Wimbledoo’s 
-challenge, winning 3-0 with goals 
by Trevor Steven, Kevin Sheedy 
and Adrian Heath. 

Quhm, with his fifdi goal in 
seven games, ended Luton’s stout 
resistance at Hi^ibury when he 
climbed well to head into the 
bottom comer of the net. 

Another Quinn header set up 
AiseotJs second ei^t minutes 
from time. His goalbound header 
fame, back off the underside of die 
bar and centre half Adams 
bundled the ball borne. 

Hayes completed Luton's 
miseiy two minutes bom time 


vdimi his qiecalative riiot was‘ 
fumbled into the net by 
goalkeqter Les Sealey. 

Frank Stapleton, a former 
darimg of me Hj^buiy fans, 
hel^ Manchester United to inch 
itself furdier away fiom the 
basement oi the table ^ scormg 
within a minute of substituting for 
dri?utant Liam O'Brien midway 
duougjh the second half against 
Leicester. 

United’s Odier marifsman IQ its 
2-0 win was Colin Giiscm, vtho 
was making his first league 
appearance since August 

In Soodand, Celtic bad its lead 

in the Premier League cut to four 
points when it was held to a 1^1 
home draw 1:^ Aberdeen. 

Alan hfoloalfy gave CeUic the 
ideal start with a goal in die second 
minute, but the champion 
fiattezed only to deceive and 
Aberdeen's Joe Miller made 
amends for fluffing a 14th minute 
penalty by equalising 


Indian sports officials 
criticise government ban 


NEW DELHI (R) - Top Indian 
^its officials blamed India's 
poor performance in recent 
international events on 
government policies and the 
aliped use of drugs by Indian 
athletes. 

The officials were reacting to 
recently published but 
uncoofiimM reports that Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had 

hannftri Indian Tiarinnal teamg 

bom onmperihg in interuational 
meetings apparendy because of 
India's enterrassing showing at 
the Asian Games in Octt^rer. 

*‘We were informed vefoally a 
few d^ ago that a blanket ban on 
Indian teams for foreign 
competitions was ordered by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gaodhfs 
secretariat,” Zndiw Olympic 
Committee (lOA) Chief ^^ya 
Charan Sbukla told Reuters 
Frklt^. 

He described Indian 
government's sfrorts policies as 
illogical and he wondered 
vthy the restrictions apparently 
applied to athletes from aU 
disc^Hoes. 

hidian minister of state for 


sports, Margaret Alva, was not 
availd>le for oomment on any of 
the charges. 

India fielded one of the largest 
contingents at the Arian Games in 
Seoul but won only five gold 
medals, three oi them to women's 
track star P.T. U^ wbp helped a 
relay team win the fourth. 

The lacklustre performance 
embarrassed Indians and led to 
widespread criticism of 
government sports policies. 

A senior ^rts official, wbo did 
not want to be said 

selections for national teams were 
dten made on the basis of hand 
timings and some athletes took 
drugs hannftH hy intematkmal 
sports bodies to boost 
performances at the trials. 

'*Of course our male tliioweis 
take anabolic steroids a nd one 
person threw the putt 19 metres at 
the trials and thm struggled to 
reach 17 metres at Seoul,” the 
officialsakL 

The official said India could be 
euibarnissed at an important 
mtemational meeting if it not 
chedc the g ro wi ng use of drugs 
amongdie sportsuiea and women. 


GRATEFUL THANKS 

To the Marriott Hotel and toall the foreign 
embassies, communities, and individu^s 
whose enthusiastic support and generous 
donations helped make our last annual 
bazaar on Dec. 17 a great success. 


Al-Hussein 


Society for the 
Handicapped 


Physically 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION 
STAGE II 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF TENDER 
AVAILABILITY 

SWITCHYARD ISLAND TENDER NO. 54/86 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the 
Switchyard Island Tender Document, No. 54/86, for the 
Aqaba Thermal Flower Station, Stage II is available for 
purchase as of 22 December 1986. 

The Tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and commissioning of 400/132/33 kV 
GIS Switchgear with related Switchyard auxiliaries. 
The Switchyard Island Contract will be financed from 
part of the World Bank's loan which is expected to be 
assigned for the Aqaba Thermal Power Plant, Stage II. 
Subsequently, only TENDERERS from World Bank 
Countries in addition to Switzerland and Taiwan, 
China are invited to participate in this Tender. 

Sealed Tenders shall be submitted to the Tendering 
Committee before 10.00 a.m. Amman Time, 31 March, 
1987 at the JEA Offices in Amman accompanied by a 
security bond of 67,700 JD (sixty seven thousand seven 
hundred Jordanian Dinars). 

Bids will be opened in die presence of the bidders' 
representatives who choose to attend at 10.00 a.m., 
Amman local time on March 31st at the Offices of JEA. 
Tender Documents are available from the address 
given below for a nonrefundable fee of JD 250 payable 
to JEA for each set consisting of two copies of the 
Tender Documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Post Office Box 2310 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21259/23270 


Jordan Premier League Standings 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

PIS. 

Al E*aisafi 
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23 

AJ Du&tein 

16 

9 
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3 

30 

10 

22 

Al AhU 

16 
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22 

16 

19 

Al Ramtfaa 

16 

4 

10 

2 

15 

15 

18 

Al Hussein 

16 

6 

5 

5 

20 

18 

17 

Al Jazira 

16 

6 

4 

6 

19 

17 

16 

Amman 

16 

5 

3 
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17 

21 

13 

AlQadeaa 

16 

4 

5 

7 

11 

19 

13 

Al Quoqari 

16 

3 

6 

7 

10 

17 

12 

Al Nasr 

16 

1 

5 

10 

5 

33 

7 


Nottingham Forest VP Atkins visits Jordan, 
proposes ban on alcohol to curb fan violence 


By Fred Donovan 
SftecU to dtt Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mr. Gerald Atkins, 
the vice presidoit of Nottin^iam 
Forest soccer club, is visiting the 
Middle East to arrange for 
matdies ^tween his club and 
clubs in the region. After a visit to 
Saudi Arabia last week, Mr. 
Atkins is stopping in Jordan, and 
plans to visit Egypt Sunday. 

In an interview widi die Jordan 
Times, Mr. Afkius discussed the 
issue of fan violoice, a pressing 
isaie in England. “1 di^ it is 
primarily a pttfolem with aloohoi. 
The oonibiaation of aloohoi md 
the exdtienieatof football matdies 
is not a good mix,'* be said. 

He related an e^^rience he had 
in Paris over a der^e ago. Leeds 
was pLaynog in Paris, and some 
Leeds fans were behaving 
“disgracefully.” “1 went, over to 
talk wilfa diem and found diey 
were intoxicated,’’ stated 
Addns. 

As a remedy, Mr. A±ins 
proposes the banning of alcohol 
nom an soccer mataies. “If we 
Stop aloohoi fiom beiug available 
at football mabdies in England 
and Europe, we wfll have more 
stability.” 

Bogland was banned fiom 
European oompetiHon as a result 
of hooliganism Ity Liverpool fans 
whidi resulted in die death 39 
Juvcntixs fans at the European 
Clip finals in Brussels in 1983. On 
the banning, Mr. Addns states 



Mr. Gerald Attuns, vke-iiresideat of N ottingham Forest, stops at Al 
fa*! news paper 0 " hfei amr of Jordan and the IVfiddie East FIronileft 
to right. Dr. Wncenm Haroon, coach of Al Jazira chib, Afi*. Addns, 
Mr. Toukan, who is iing Mr. Adcms on hb tour., a^ Mr. Nazmi 

Al Said, bead of the Al Ba’i qwrls dqpartmait. 


that he could understand the 
reasoning behind it. “Since there 
was die death of those people 
involved, something had to be 
done,” be asserted. 

But, he cautions against 

thinking tha t F.n gHsh fans are 

tioubie-makeis. “When you look 
at dl the teams playing in 
Rn glandj and the number of 
matches, and then you look at the 
violence, it is minute,” he 
asserted. “We teud to take diis 
violence out of oontexL” 

Mr. Atkins said that he did not 
believe the remedy instituted tv 
Luton to be the soiutioa. To euro 


stand violence, Luton began a 
membershk) icaid ^stem. “I can 
go to a Lutou game because I am 
vice-president of Nottingham 
Forest, but if most people want to 
go to a Luton game, diey can't 
That is not a way to have good 
sport,” he concluded. 

Nottingham Foresf s solution is 
to stagger the exit.times for the 
home and visiting fans, to have 
video cameras, and to have chnl 
police patrol die stadium.” We ask 
^e visiting £ms to wail S minutes 
while the home fans have a chance 
to exit.” explained Mr. Atkins. 
Also trouble-makers are 


photographed. Then, their picture 
iscircula^ tothetumstayles.md 
they will be refused admissioo to. 
subsequent oiatches,” he said. 

If serious problems arise, the 
ofieQdiag people are arreted, 
according to him. Odier dubs use 
fiiniiiar measure to discount 

' In a survey conducted Ity the 
English Football Le^e, it was 
'found tha t there was more fan 
violencB in the 1930s and 1940s 
than, at present, Mr. Atkins 
related. Ibe survey looked at 
reports of ton violoice in the pres 
during that period and at pie^t 

Mr. Atkins agreed widi a 
proposal recendy made by 
International Football Federation 
(FIFA) to ban fsis fiom terraces. 
This proposal would prohibit fans 
from gathering on terraces 
throughout stadiums in Europe. 
“This would be more conducive to 
better behaviour,'* he stated. “It is 
mudi easier to txintioi fans if they 
are in assigned seats.” 

Mr. A&ins stressed that die 
problem of fan idolence is not a 
widespread phenomenon in 
Britain. It is the result of a “few 
mind less people who want to 
make trouble.” 

“ I can take my daughter to any 
football match, and have no fear,” 
stated Mr. Atkins as he glanced at 
bis young daughter who is 
accompanying him and his wife on 
his tour of the Middle East. He 
then added, “as long as 1 do not go 
looking for trouble." 


Becker, Graf turn West Germans tennis-crazy 


By Full Radford 

Reuter 

BONN — The seemingly 
tnesistible rise of teen^ets Boris 
Becker and Steffi Graf towa r d s ' 
dievavowed goal of becoming the 
workTs top men’s and women’s 
(ri^era has turned West Germany 
temiis-cra^ in jnst 18 months. 

Becker, 19, and Graf, 17, who 
both enjoyed almost boundless 
success in 1986, were crowned 
West German sportsman and 
sportswoman ' of the year 
Wednesday night. ' 

It was fitting that the ceremony 
should take* place live on 
television because the two 
“wondeikinder” have made 
tlfcnnk as popular on the 
screen as soccer, previously 


FURNISHED FIAT^4 
FOR RENT " 

Fully-fuf nished one 
bedroom and two bedfoom 
flate, carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Frffo Circle 
and Abdaii area. 

Phone: 673769, 672S42 after 
2 pin. 


undialleaged as the national 
sport. 

Last year, when Becker won his 
first Rfimbledon tide, television 
channels diowed more hoars of 
tennis than of soccer for the first 
time. 

West Germany cities now vying 
wzdi eadi other to stage new 
tournaments, existing events are 
beiug upgraded with trig injections 
of prize money and a ladi of- 
exhibition matches has broken out 
as promoters try to satisfy the 
thirst for tennis. 

This year Becker captured his 
second Wimbledon si^es tide, 
rose to uuniber two in &e wodd 
rankings and won nine 
tourDatnrats, induding six Grands 
Friz. 

Graf won eight tournaments 
and lost just six matches in the 
i»hole year » she rose to number 
three, on the^vfooaen's. .computer 
list. Herpkfflifeand Braer'shave 
appeared On the front 'cover of 
almost every major West German 
magazine. 

Bodi seem destined to reach the 
top of the tennis tree before too 
long. Only Ivan Lendl stands in 
front o/t &cker and it looks like 
just a matter of time before the 
Czedioslovak is knocked off his 
peidi. 

Becker hand^ Lendl three of 
his six defeats in the year, me of 
them in the Wimbledon final, but 
the Czechoslovak showed there is 


stili a gap between them in this 
month's Masters final in New 
Yoric when he thrashed the West 
German in straight sets. 

“.He'll have to wait a while yet 
to be number ooe,” Lendl said 
widi a grin afterwards. 

Becker’s Romanian manager 
Ion Iiriacsaid in an interview this 
week Becker was stiD uncertain -if 
he could cope with the off-court 
respoosibiUties and pressures of 
being nuntoer one. 

“&cker is sensible enough to 
know tiiat he still needs one or two 
learning years. Then he will be 
able to make the sacrifices that 
pole position in tennis demands.” 
be said. 

On his prot^e’s tennis ability 
he added: “ff he can tranriate his 
strength into quality then hardly 
anyone will ever be able to beat 
him again. ■ - 

„,..flipcker. ajready much more 
'than just th'^““ Boom-Boom 
’Boris” with the big serve' and 
forehand who took the tennis 
world by storm last year, sets more 
modest gi^s for himself. 

Askpd if had expected to make 
the progress he adiieved in 1986, 
Bedcer told Reuters: “I would be 
lying if I said I thought I would be 
numbertwo by the mid of the 3 rear. 
I was just trying to defend a place 
in the top five because I thou^t it 
would be tougher this year. 

“Everybody knew my game and 
was trying bard to beat me 


because it’s a big thing to beat the 
Wimbledon champion.” 

If he has developed as a player 
he has also come on in leaps and 
bounds as a personality, gowing in 
maturity so fast it is difficult to 
remember be is only 19. 

This year he probably did more 
for West Germany's image abroad 
than politicians teve in the psist 
decade. Becker became a- 
UNICEF ambassador, was 
received at the White House and 
flew in to receive his sportsman of 
the year award direct fiom Rome 
after an audience with the Pope. 

Graf, who like Becker comes 
from the same area of south west 
Germany, shares his iron will to 
succeed and his total dedication to 

fftnnis. 

Pressure fiom media and fans 
has grown enormously this year 
and the gqqd-^atured giri has 
- often Deeded'^eproh;(^n^o,f her 
■•'Spmcwrtiat a^d 

.'^IniaDager^e^ll^." ' ’ ‘‘ V 

Graf, whose fearsom forehand 
is already the best on the women’s 
circuit, has shown astonishing 
consistencty. The only players to 
defeat her this year were two 

ahead of her in the raoJdngs, 
Americans Martina Navratilova 
and Chris Evert lioyd, and Hana 
Mandikova of Czechoslovakia. 

She looks set to overtake the 
32-year-old Lloyd in the near 
future and even Navratiiova has 
reason to feel nervous. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Complete furnished flat 'consisting of 3 bedrooms, living 
room (with TV and video), dining room and salon, complete 
equ ipped kitchen . two glassed veitoidas. central heating and 
tel^hone. 

Location; Engineering Society Housing — very near to the 
Jordan University. 

For more information please call (819081) 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished 3 bedroom apartment, exceptional location 
(beh Ind the Holiday Inn Hotel). New decoration and furniture, 
wall to wall carpet. 

Fully equipped kitchen, 2 living rooms, dining area, 2 
baforooms, central heating and a private telephone. 

Please call 818661 


KAIS CENTRE FOR QUICK 
SERVICES 
Christmas offer 

We dryclean any piece of your 
wardrobe for as little as: 

500 fils 

25% discount on: Pure silk, sueds, leather, 
and curtains 

Best wishes for a happy CHRISTMAS and 
prosperous NEW YEAR 

FROHE WEtHNACHTEN und em gesundes 
NEUES JAHR 

Joyeux Nod et meflleiirs voeux pour le Nouvel An 
Fdices Pasciias de Nayidad y los mejores votos 
para im Prospero Ano Nuevo 
I m^jliori av^^uri p&r un FELICE NATALE ed un 
n^ispcrD ANNO NUQYO 


Cp^ANDJOIN 

THE FILIPINO COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

Enjoy the Filipino FOLKLORIC DANCES 
with Dinner - DISCO - RAFFLE 

At Jordan Intercontinental Hotaton Doc. 24, 1986, 6:00 p Jn. 
Tlcketaa-a JD, Aveaableai: 

RiH. Embassy • Vicky - Tel 645161 
Romero Restaurant -Jean -Tel. 644227 
—UmhedTickelsatTheDoor— 

JOIN THE PARTY ANO WINlll 

Fkwnd tnp tickal to the Philippines ■ Sponsored by Philippine Airlines 
One-way ticket to the Philippines ■ Donated by Al- Anani - Alto Ent. 
And Mar>y. Many More... 

OUR GRATITUDE TO OUR SPONSORS: 

PhUippine Air Lines 
Al-Anani ■ Alto Ent - Tel. 647774 

Royal Jordanian Airlines • 

Assam Bebiis & Co. o 

Said KhaloiJl A Sons 
Isman Bilbeisi & Co. 

Isdkla! Library 
Luswi Center 
Babel Supenrarttet 
Jordan Inter con tinental Hotel 
Habaibeh ^sniture ' 

Crown IntemationEd Esi. 

KHAMFIH 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Search for yachtsnuin suspended 

SYDNEY (R) — The search for a round-the-world French 
yaditsman feared drowned after falling overboard off south-east 
Australia been c^ed off, rescue officials said Saturday. 
Australian Sea Safety Centre o fficials said it was unlikely that lone 
sailor Jacques De Roux could still be alive and suspended their 
day-long seaidi. The SO-year-old former French submarine 
captain, who wasJeading his division in the second leg of the BOC 
Ifound-the-Workl Single-Handed Race, was reported missing 
fiom his 16-metre aluminium cutter Skoiern IV Friday aftenxxm. 

Huebner upsets Short in Brussels chess 

BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — German Robert Huebner, a slow 
starter in Bnissels ImematiODa] Cbe^ Tournament, upset British 
hope Nigel Short in 54 moves in the seventii rotmd on Friday. 
World chao^ion Garri Kasparov and veteran Victor Korchnoi 
were tied in 24 moves and British John Nunn beat Hungarian 
Lajos Fbrtsich. in 38 moves. , 

•I. ... I ,. • 

Nif 'officiaOi charge ^ ' 

NEW YORK (R) — The chairman of the New Yorit State 
Athletic Commission said be was wrong in diaiging WBA 
heavyweight champion Tim Witherspoon with having traces of 
marijuna in his urine after losing his title last week. Chamnan Jose 
Torres, a fonner world l^t-heavyweight champion, said throi^ 
aspokesman Friday that"a staff erroz’' led to Witheispcroa being 
‘ ' incoizectly identi&d as having traces of marij uana in his urine.” 
Torres said Friday that the commission “would push for a 
su^usion” of Witiierapoon after ch ar g ing that the traces of 
marijuana had been.found. 

Mansell admits to Ferrari contract 

LONDON (R) — Nigel Mansell, pipped for the world drivers' 
dianq^iom^ this ye^, admitted that he had signed a two-year 
contract with FerrariinJulybeforea^eeiogtostay with Williams. 
In' a press statement aimed at clarifying his future plans, the 
Brititii driver said Friday that he bad visited the Ferrari 
headquarters in Maranello on July 19 and reached an agreement 
with the Italian Formula One team for 1987 and 198S. “Back in 
Britain I reconsidered the situatioa and decided to stay at 
Wilfiams for a further two years. 

Former jockey arrested for fraud 

NEWMARKET. England (R) — Former top ji^ey Lester 
P^gott was arrested Friday and charged in court with giving tax 
authorities a false statement about his bank accounts with intent 
to defraud. The 51-year-oId Piggott, now a trainer, was later 
released fiom custody after signing over the deeds of his house 
and stables, valued at £950.000 (SI 3 million). 

Sri Lanka makes 42Gtagainst India 

KiWPUR, fodia (AP) — India was 74 for one at the dbse of the 
thzzd day's pl^ Saturday in reply to Sri Lanka's first inningQ total 
-of 420 nms in its fizst ezideet test Veleran batsman Sunil 
GavaslOT oi th railed ^>ectators whfa entertaining cricket "and 
^giessive stroke play against Sri Lankan bowlers. 


FOR BEST QUALITY GIFTS 

VISIT 

AUDEH STORES 

And choose your Christmas & New Year 
gifts from the best variety money can buy ; 
Fhone 655359 

Insurance Boflding, Fust Cirde 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420" 


SPIES LIKE US 


Vjafat gM Cw330.6iOO.S!30,10-JO 
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Cinema 


PLAZA 


TOP GUN 
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Onefiia Tel:6221S^ 

RAGHADAN 


GIRLS FOR 
LOVE 
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Camdessus values 
strategy of growth 


PARIS (Agep») — Hie new^ 
deeted imniagng dneeior of iber 
Liteniatkmal Monetary Fund 
Mr. Midid C^ndessus ol 
Ftaa», said Fndqr eomonn^ 

. gnt^ vbal for a sofankn of 
' ae international debt okis. 

Speaking to leporten for tbe 
first time anoe hs dection, Mr,' 
C^dessus praised a debt 
isitiatiTe launched by U.S. 
'neasaxy Slecretaiy' James Baker: 
.in Sqrtember 1985. 

Ihe.Bidcer plaoj nbicb aondK 
to ease die dd>t cxias in leaas- 
develop^ ooontries, called on 

^ywiirw«>r8nal hanint tD $20 

biOkm m new loans over a 
three-year period. It also 
recommended a $9 billion 
increase in loans from sucfai 
multSatexal oiganisatioitB as the 
World Bank. 

Mr. Camdesms said: ** A stnmg 
.pero^tioo has been pro g re ssiv e^ 
estd^tiied drat the only way oot- 
o£ the debt pioUem is thiou^ ' 
giDwdi.** 

But sound adjustment policies . 
jby dditor govenuneots, 
stressed by Mr. Baker, were 
equally inqKirtapt, be add^. "As* 
a oeulial bank governor I do not' 
jol» vrith the prmc^les of sound 
management. Adjustment is 
equally necessary.” 

Mr. Camdessus said the IMF 
could play a key role in 
encouraging the adjustment 
process. “A good adjusunent 
jnogrammej onented to growth, 
opeo a diafayie between 
the fold, which is rich. with 


eipmcnce, and the country 
caocamed,” be added. 

Ccedtiozs and dditors oountzks* 
had an equal mteiest m woddng 
togedier to solve inteniatioDBl 
debt problems. *^Whm tiiexe is a 
debt there is a debtor, and also a 
cterfitor, and ih^ are both in the 
same boat,”'he 

Ibe BAer mitiative had tiie 
great merit of malcmg dear to 
cQwwwiricai banters that ti^' 
could not escsqie tiieir risk 
eaposuie by trying to puU ontfrnm 
the devel^mg countries, he, 
added.. 

McNamara to JtAi Wwid 

Bnk reoisuiiHrtfcia team 

Meanvtiifle,. Mr. Robert S. 
McNamara, who headed the 
Wddd Bank for 13 years, win jom 
ajmmtornv^ihetoreefgaiiteit, 
^^fiTfiinE Cadent Barber' 


Mr. McNamara was U.S. 
secretary of defence under fonner 
Presidents John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon Johnson . He left the bank 
in 1981. 

The World Bank, owned ISl 
governments, is the biggest 
international source oi aai.tor 
poor countries, mating loans al 
more- than $16 billion a year. 

Kfr. Conable said in a statement 
that a steering conunittBe will be 
headed by Mr. Edward VJL 
Jayooz, an American who is tiie 
bimifs vioe president for eastm 
and southern Africa. ' 
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FORECAST FOR SClfDAY, DEG. SI, ISM 

* GENERAL TENDENCIES: The day is fine tar con* 
taetmgthoeewhocaabehdpfrtitoyoa. ItlainqMrtanfe 
that you do imt become involved in diacusaiona or 
argnmaits over detmls. 

ARIES iMar. 21 to Apr. 1^ You can get cr eativ e ideaa 
across during the dsQrdme, but later d^*t go off on any 
sally 

TAUEUS lApr. 20 to M«y 20) Make the ri^t ar^ 

i -nrigamawfai ft twwn w t tifcnl fn ytiw • — Jftim . TV»i*t 

neglect good friends. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Yon can gamw thedata 
you need with relative ease. Avoid an irritalile partner. 
Have a nice quite evening. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Yon know 
how to. make your prup e aty more valuable, ao cany 
throo^ with your ideaa. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get an early start on 

pleasoraUe activities and pnt aside wuric you do not £ka.- 
Be with your best fr ien d s. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Have a ddiebtfnl day 
with the one you love. Don't be discontented and spoil 
your judgment. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Bemg with fine frien^ 
can make this a hsqppy day fo you and them. Avoid 
trouble in evening. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21} Get out to thew orid 
at%d improve your poeitioa with persona who count Go 
fliftOT ft 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You want to go 
off in new dhectrans now. Don't get into any outride 
argonwnts. 

CAPRI(X)BN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) Follow your 

fumffhflW anri ynn gpt the ri^lt pjctUTB for the dava whiwi 

Rmnantic life can be fine. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to 19) Sto^ your home and' 

iniprove so they are more as you deske. Awrit 
a better day to gain arms. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get your abode more as 

you want it to be. Wnq} Chriatanas gifts nicdy now and 
hide them wriL 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY... ha or she wi&r 
oompiriiead whatever has to do with policies priaeiplss,* 
and precqits. It’s wise fra: you to e^dain the motives, 

behindsny undertakings or orders. T1^ win balance the 

troublesome nature in your child. Much success can 
ccane during this life. 


THE Daily Crossword ivr.,«(m». 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe toBawiag taMe summMr^ tradiag acdvidca at the Amman Financial Market daring the 
week sfardqg SbAiidiy, Dee. iX VS and eadiag Wedaetday, Dee. 17, V6. (Figures ia Jordaiuan diaaia). 


Nmme of ooiqiaay 

1 ■ . ; 

BanUag'aBd-fiaaBcM i j wi i iutifti M? 

IndavtrialDevelopiiientBaiik 

Petra Bank 

Joidu Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 


Number 
ef dura 


Votee 
oaf Inde 


Opesiog 

prim 


Arab Jordan Investment Bank 


Bank of Jordan 
AnbBank 


Jbidan Finance House for Development . 
Islamic Investment Horn 


National Roaiicia/ laveameocs 


Arab Finance CorpMatioa (Jordan) 
Real Estate FSnaacing. Corporation.. 

A1 Masbrek Exchange 

Bank of Jordan (New bsne) 

InanwBoe mid rananoce 

Jordan French Insuranoe 

REFCO Life Insnrance 

Jordan Insurance 

Anb Life and Accident Insurance .. 


HoiyLandlttsnranoe 

Ardtian Seas Insurance 

Philadeipbia 

Arab Unkut Intemational losonmoe 

Jemsalem Insurance 

Petra Jordan Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

Umversal Insnrance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

Al-frdibar Insurance 


Daioo for Housing and Investment 

Real Estate Inveainent(Aqaroo) 

•KAnagienient and Consultancy 

Arab Development and Inveument 

General Investment 

Jordan Leasing Corporadoo 

Petra Enterpnses and Leasing EquqMnents 




Jordanian Electric 

Irtrid IXstrict Electricity 

•Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tonrism 

Gai^Ownen Federation OfSoe 

Jordan National dipping Lines 

DarAlShaab Press. Printing and Publtshiog ... 

Jordan Daily 

ArabPharmaceatiedMianufrcturing 

Intermediate Petrocfaemical Indosories 

^Jordan Phosphate Mines 

fednstrial, Ccmunerdal and Agricultural (Intaj) 

Atab Chemical Detergent lodnstries 

Aladdin Industries 

Arab Alnmniium Manufacturing 

Jordan Wofsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

.Omnucal Industries 

Jordan Industries atul Match (JIMCO) 

Dar A1 Dawa* for Devdopment and Investment 

National Sled Industries 

Umversal Cheinkal Industries .1 

General Mining 

Jordan Peuole^Refinefy 

Jordan LimeA Brick 

National lodusbies 
Arab Puter Convtf 


800 

1110 

. 1.360 

112S8 

28371 

2.320 

4043 

8901 

2.180 

21575 

41699 

1.890 

21824 

30860 

1J80 

4300 

7452 

1.720 

4610 

10044 

. 2.160 

26859 

778911 

29.000 

341 

5738 

■17.600 

610 

81829 

135.750 

2167S0 

605222 

2.780 

43625 

30982 

0.720 

65421 

56898 

1.340 

167860 

67335 

0.880 

6731 

9124 

1J80 

27237 

17090 

0.590 

.22392 

23260 

1.030 

8637 

139915 

16.630 

17414 

53358 

3.100 

1000 

850 

0.880 

1825 

19379 

10500 

12175 

10863 

■ 0.850 

1500 

1500 

1.000 

300 

408 

1.360 

7525 

6063 

0.800 

6400 

4160 

0.690 

100 

85 

0.700 

63775 

39294 

0.620 

lOOO 

' 250 

0.440 

1617 

1415 

0.710 

4057 

730 . 

0.680 

9200 

4168 


24181 38276 1.S80 


1380 

2.420 

2320 

1.910 

1350 

1.730 

2.170 

29.000 

16.700 

133.750 

2.720 

0.710 


.430 

0 

m 
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Livestock and Poultry 

.... — . 

— 

... 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes ManiifarmrinK 

.... 25867 

34818 

1J00 

1.340 

1.000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Ba^ 

.... — 


— 

— 

1.000 

JradanPsqier and Cardboard 

1150 

3043 

2.690 

2.600 

1.000 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

.... 19550 

8337 

OjlO 

0.420 

1.000 

•TransJmdan Minerals Reseaicb 

— 

— 

— 

.... 

1.000 

Jordan Hlineb Mineral 

— 

— 

— 

.... 

1.C00 

Orient Dry Batteries Ftaocy 

.... — 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Woolen Industries 

.... — 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

fnirl^fl T*iminf 

1819 

3220 

1.770 

1.770 

1.000 


• 




1.000 

Jordan Tobacco and Ggnette 

.... — 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

Jordan Brewery 

300 

1095 

3J0O 

3.650 

1.000 

Maslndusnies 

. . 







1.000- 

Arab Center for Pharmamticab & Ctaenucals 

.... S618Z 

46810 

0.790 

0.830 

1.000 

Natioaai Cable & Wire Manofactuiuig 

.... 34860 

28428 

0.770 

0.640 

1.000 

Jordan Spmmnp 4 Weavinx 

8600 

5135 

0.600 

0.590 

1.000 

Jordan Industrial Investment Corporation 

100 

61 

0.590 

0.610 

1.000 

Jordan Sulpho Chenucab 

.... 29490 

33347 

1.400 

1.400 

1.000 

Grand total 

2,508,641 

4^62,673 . 





OPEC ^eement opens 
new era for oil exporters 


GENEVA (AF) — The Orgs|iusalion of Petroleum 
Exporting Coimtries (OPEC) declared a nu^rity 
agreement Saturday to cot its ofl production and 
raise prices to an average of S18 a barrel. 


02 prices on the open'maitet, 
cumotly in a range of $ 1 3 to S 16 a 
•baxxel, were egqiected to jump in 
reaction to the accord, said 
aoafyst Biyan Jaoobosld, who 
was observing tbe OPEC 
for the investment firm of 
Painewri>ber £oe. 

baq weakened tiie deal 
refuting to sign it, saying it could 
accept DO accord tiiat k^t its o2 
ou^t bekw that of its war 
eoecoy, Inm« 

Iraq also did not agree to raise 
prices to $18 a barrel. 

Tte accord, announced after an 
aU-night bargaming session that 
ended 10 days of meetings, 
maifrftri SI mqx>rtaot chauge in 
the gioiq>'s strata ^eventually 
regaining control of the oil 
muket. 

Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Ariiazadefa «aid die 
agreement woiud “put a stop to 
the price war forever*' — a 
reference to OPECs historic 
decision a year ago to increase its 
ofl pfoductioo in an attenqit towin 
a bigger share of tbe world 
matkeL 

Mr. Rilwann Lnkman, 
president of OPEC and the chief 
N^erian ddegate, said 12 of die 
13 members a^eed to cut their 
production for six months starting 
Jan. 1. 

OPEC’s production target 
would be ISB oullion barrels a 
day, although Iraq’s refusal to 
acc^t tiie (teal meant the group's' 
actual production was fikely to be 
dxnit 16 million barrels daOy, hfr. 

Tjilrmftn cairi 

baq was a theoretical 

. quota of 1.466 million barrels a 
d^, but it has said it plans to 
continue punming at its current 
level cf 1.7 nulfioD barrels daily, 
or even hjgjrer- 

OPEC as a vriirie current is 
pumping about 17 milEoa barrels 
a day. 

* Ite majority agreement also 
called for a letnm to a untfrorf 
^stem of fixed OPEC o2 prices.' 

That niMiiiie all members — 
exc^ Iraq — would be obliged, 
aso^eb. l,nottoselItfaeiroirf6r 
les than an OPEC-deoecd rate. 
The prices are to range from 
;$16.2^ abaxrclto 518B7 abanel 
’d^cadiog'on ite qdtiBty of the 
:grade of o2. 

' TheaveragepriceistobeSlSa 
baxicL 

The last time OPEC had a’ 
^ystemetf fixed o2 prices, in 198S, 
it was based (XI an average irf $ 28 a 
baxxeL 

One of the keys to OPECs 
abiS^ to reach an agreement was 
the new wPlingnes of its big^^ 
producer, Saudi Arabia; to cot its 
o2 ooQmt. Uader terms of the 
accord, Saudi production is to fall 
by five per cent, to a mTrwmiin of 
4.J.33 million barrels a d^. 

Tbe Saudi acceptance of a 
{UDdnetion cut amounted to 
confianatioD that Kiug Abefs 
firing in Octiober of kne-serving 

o2 minkte r Ahmad Taki Vamani 

sjgDaHed a fundamental rfiangg tn 


Saudi ofl poli^. 

Sheikh Yamani had 
dianpioned an OPEC strategy of 
defentfag the group’s share (^tfac 
oil market ratiierti^ protecti n g a 
fixed price by cutting production. 

Sh^te Yamanfs r^rlacement, 

' gieAh Hisham Nazer, who was 
attftfytfng his first OPEC meeting 
as head of the Saudi delation, 
iwaHft DO public comments afr^r 
the conference. 

Although Iraq won its fight to 
remain outride the new OPEC 
agreement, its exdusioD is almost 
certain to cause the group trouble 
in the near future. 

Mr. Aghazadeh told reporters 
“h was understood at very high 
levels” that Saudi Arabia would 
tiy to persuade Iraq — for whom 
its provides financal support in 
tiie Gulf war — to accept me terms 

die accord whfain 30 d^. 

hffr. A^hazaddi suggested that 
if the foiled, Iran m^t 

seek a su^enskm oflraq’s OPEC 
imembeiship. 

Oteflm fwaises accord 

rvwnmgnriiy oQ the agreement, 
.Dr. Mana &eed Oteiba, ofl 
minisier of the United Arab 
Bnuxales, was quoted Saturday as 
saying prices could rise to $20 a 
baxzeL 

“Ibis agreement m^t raise (ril 
juices to &0 per barrel in the next 
few days." Dr. Otefoa told Abu 
I^iabFs semi-ofEidal newspcqier 
AI Ittihad. 

Dr. Oteiba described the 
i^reemeat as “the new year 
present for OPEC nations and tbe 
world." He said it wfll put OPEC 
on “tiie xi^t trad^' for the first 
time in serexal months. 

‘^Raisiog oil prices will lead to 
the stability erf foe ofl market and' 
meet the needs and interests of 
bofo ofl exporters and inq>oilBr&,” 
be said. 

- According to Al Ittfliad, King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia, OPECs 
leading member state and foe 
WDikf s largest oil e^»xter, was 
mirtmmMitel in plishmg ihm iigh 
the accord. 

Itsaid KmgPahdsentamessage 
to the conference Tbinsdqr urging 
production cutbacks. 

Al gaM ' the laveiagB 

production for 1987 would be 
16j6 million barrels pa day. It 
said tire rmieeme&tpxcntides for an 
output OC16.6 mflnon barrels per 
d^ in the third quartsr of foe year 
and 183 mfllicM) barrels per in 

tiie firm! quarter. 

It also gave the daily oil 
production quotas for member 
states in tiie nist half of next year 
as follows: 

-•UAE 9O0J0O0 bands; 

— Algeria 635,000 bands; 

— Eroador 210,000 bands; 

— Gabon 1S2J)00 barrels; 

— Indonesia 1.133 niilKnn 
barrels; 

— Iran 2355 mfllioa barrels; 

— Iraq 1.466 milGon bands; 

— Kuwait 948,000 barrels; 


— Libya 948,000 bands; 

— Nigeria 1.238 million 
'barrels; 

— Qatar 285,000 barrels; 

— Saiufi Arabia 4.133 millioo 
ibands and 

— Venezuela M95 million 
barrels. 

Al Ittihad said a tedin^ 
. committee discussed a jmeing 
^stem according to the de^ty of 
crude and decided on the 
foUowing juices per banel: 

^ Arabian heavy S1636. 

— Nigerian fight $18.91. 

— Algerian $18.91. 

— Infoxiesian $17.16 

— Arabian li^t $1731. 

— Dubai crude $1741. 

— Mexican $18.01. 

The seven grades were 
amalgama ted in a baricet designed 
to produce foe targeted $18 per 
baird. Abu Dhabi ofl, though not 
selected for the basket, wotild sell 
for $17.90 per barrel. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Qassem T^i, 
was quoted by Al Ittihad as sayi^ 
the agreement was a “vktoty” for 
his country because Iran failed to 
convince the other meufoers to 
condemn Baghdatfs jx>sition. 

He reiterated that Iraq rejected 
the quota OPEC allocate for Iraq 
and insisted that his country 
should be allowed to produce as 
!mudi as Iran does. 

Mexioo, Nmw^ ready 
to ooopmte 

In Mexico Qty, the ene^ 
ministers of Norway and Mexico 
•said tbqr are wfllmg to ooq)erate 
with OPEC jnodueexs to achieve 
price stabflily in tbe international 
market. 

“If s^flity of pricesin OPECis 
achieved, and if that oiganisatioa 
diminishes the volume of 
j)eTttoIeum {xoductioa aznmg its 
member countries, that is what 
would lead Mexico to obtain a 
recovery of $2 in the sale price (rfa 
barrel,” Mexican Energy and 
Mines Secretary Alfredo Dd 
Mazo said at a joint news 
conference Bidry. 

Norwegian &iexgy Nfinister 
Arne Oeien said be agreed with 
Mr . Dd Mazo’ $ view and would be 
willing to support effective 
.mBasnics fay OPEC. 

But bofo stayed dear of any 
jsjieinfic jfledges of aition. 

Gulf Air 
cuts staff 

BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Air, hit 
Ity a doumtuni in Middle East 
economies, has dismissed 50 
derical sixCf in Babrain to cut 
.costs, company officials said 
Satmd^. 

Tbe move was taken under a 
rationalisation programme as 
studies showed foat foe compaity 
was over-staffed, they said. 

Gulf Air, owned by the 
governments of Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the emirate of 
Abu Obabi, saw 1985 profits slip 
to 1337 millioo B ahraini dinnrB 
($3642 million) from 19.9milfion 
($50.89) in 1984. 
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Aquino thanks military for 
support; urges preparedness 


CAMP AQUINO, Fhaippines (AF) — President 
Corazon Aquino thanke d the miUtarj Saturday for 
siqiporting her peace efforts but called for a “keen 
preparedness for war,” in case upcoming peace 
talks with Communist rebels fail. 


Mzs. Aqumo told soldiexs at an 
army cao^ in her home piDvince 
of Tailac, 104 kilometres oonih 
west of Manila, that she was 
counting on a reformed and 
stieagtbeaed armed forces for the 
success of negotiations with the 
National Democratic Front 
(NDF). 

A 60^ay ceasefire went into 
effect ca Ctec. 10 in prep^tkm 
for more substantial negotiations 
to end die nearly 18-year-old 
Co mmunis t insuigenc^ The two 
sides are to meet nextlViesday to 
draw iqi an agenda for the talks. 

Mrs. Aquino travelled to Tariac 
to awaid medals to soldiers at 
Camp Aquino, named after an 
ancestor ^ her husband, former 
Sen. Benigno Aquino, whose 
assassmatna in 1983 oontrfouted 
to last Febiuary’s*'people power” 
revolt diac sw^t the widow to 
power. 

“Courage, loyaJ^, a democratic 
faidi. an unflagging variance for 
the ri^ts, liberties and safety of 
our people, an earnest desire for 
peace and a keen preparedness for 
war — these virtues stand us in 

jood stead in the weeks andj 
months ahead,.'' Mis. Aquino sairt 
in her speech. 

She also praised the militaiy for 
“sharing my patience under 
piDVocatioo.'' 

It was not clear if she was 
referring to oontiaued attadcs on 
goverament posts during the 
ceasefire negotiations or to 
charges by the military that die 
rebels had violated the truce more 
than a dozra times since it went 


into ^fect. 

“With unquestioned s tre ng t li 
and the rightness of our cause ... 
success can only crown our efforts 
and no small measure of the credit 
and honour will go to the armed 
forces u4iea an honourable and 
enduring peace finally xeigas in 
our land," she added. 

^e thanked miUtaty leaders for 
assuring her that although 
undrawn for the moment, & 
“sword of war** would remain 
“sharp and shining ... to protect 
denxicEa^ against its natural 
enemies.” 

Meanwhile, in a speedi read for 
him ^ a psmcy Saturday Defence 
Minister Rairael Ileto renewed 
allegations of truce violations by 
the rebels but said the militaiy 
remained committed to a 
Di^tiated political setdemeot. 

“Acquiring peace is still a trying 
tatic as there nave been flagrant 
violatioas of the ceasefire tnr 
elements of the New People'^ 
Army (NPA),*' said Gen. Ileto in 
the text oi im speech. 

“But indeed,” he added, “die 
ceasefire is sometiiing new for. 
odany of us and notbnig 

less ™n the sincerity and patience 
of the parties involved.” 

The allied violations have 
been brou^t to die attention of 
the National Ceasefire 
Mooitoring Committee, which 
includes r^resentatives of both 
sides, but die panel has not made 
any ruling. 

Rebel negotiators Satur 
Ocampo and Antonio Zumei have 


accused the military of 
endangering die peace talks by 
making imgihshin tiateH charges. 

Ih a speech Fridrqr to church and 
business leaders, Mr. Ocaiqio 
said the government had offeiM 
only “pa&tives ... not the cure” 
for the msuigency and warned 
that the piospM for peace would 
be dim if tte govenimeot stuck to 
its “naiiDw” view. 

Mr. Ocaxapo was referring to a 
statement ^ government 
negotiator Teo&to Gumgona diat 
the Aquino administiatioa would 
offer economic and social 
concessions such as rural 
development and “amnesty widi 
bonoui^' to r^iels who lay down 
theirguDS. Mr. Gumgona inade no 
mention of fundamental political 
questions. • ■ 

Ihe rebel negotiator oudioed a 
10-point z^>el agenda, including 
terminarion of “unequal 
treaties” with the United States, 
whidi has militaiy bases in the 
oountty, “genuine*' land reform, 
creation of a “pro-people armed 
forced' and estabushment of a 
“nationalist and popular 
government.” 

In another devdopment, about 

1,000 members of the militant 
leftist Ikbour federation May 1st 
Movement gathered Saturd^ in a 
goveznmen' auditorium in Manila 
for a two-d ay convention to elect a 

new cfaainnan to replace Rolando 
Olalia, who was oiurdeied last 
month. 

Among die peisonaUties who 
attended the opening ceremonies 
were Mr. Zu^l and outing 
Labour Minister Augusto 
Sanchez, whom Mrs. Aquino has 
announced she will repl^ at the 
end of the mondi. The mSitaiy as 
well as busmess leaders had arfred 
for Mr. removal. 


Thatcher’s party leads in latest poU 


LONDON (R) — Birtain's ruling 
Conservative Par^ has moved 
decisively ahead of its opposition, 
acooidmg to opinion poll results 
whidi show piD^iective voters 
increasingly coooemed with die 
issue of defence. 

The Gallup Poll, published in 
Saturday's Daily Telegraph, 
found the Conservatives backed 
by 41 per cent of those 
questioned, ^inst 32.5 per cent 
for Labour and 23 per cent for the 
alHance of Social Democrats and 


Lfoerals. 

The poll showed that asidehom 
unemployment, defence was 
considered the most urgent 
problem facing Britain. Defence 
was mentioned 25 per cent, 
compared to 14 per cent in a 
similar poll last month. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has sought to portray the 
Conservatives as the sole party 
vdikfa can adequately guai^tce 
Britain's national securi^. 


The Scxnal Democrats and 
liberals have been unable to fully 
resolve dieir rift on whether to 
replace aging Polaris 
submarine-launched nuclear 
fflissfles, and Labour formally 
launched its strategy of unilateral 
nudear disarmameat on Dec. 1 1 . 

The poll was conducted 
between Dec. 10 and 15. Mrs. 
Thatcher must call a 
parliamenraiy election by 1988 
but is e^jected to do so some time 
next year. 


Frontline states to discuss 
Pretoria sanctions in Zambia 


LUSAKA (R) — Leaders of 
soufoero Africa's six froadiae 
states meet in thk yamhian capital 
Sund^ to review regkmal issues 
and discuss progress towards- 
mtemarional saictions against 
Soufli Africa, officials say. 

Heads of state or senior officials 
from Angola, Botswana, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe will hold dieir first 
summit since the death of 
Mozambican President Samoia 


Machel in a plane crash 

The Zimbabwean government 
has ooQsistrady said it plans to 
inqiose some kmd of sanctions of 
its own ^ the end of dusyearand 
the one^i^ summit give 
ftime Mmister Robert Mugabe a 
final diancg to coordinate this 
with his colleagues. 

Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Botswana rely on routes thiou^ 
Soudi Africa for mudi of their 
trade. 


Togo sentences 13 coup 
plotters, bombers to death 


LOME (R) — A Togolese court 
sentencra 13 people to death, 11 
of diem in ab^tia, for their 
in an attempted coup agsiinst 
President finaasinghe Eyadema in 
September and bomb attadcs last 
year. 

One of those condemned to 
death in theirabsence Frkhwo^t 
was Gilchrist Olympic), the 
Brititii-educated son of Togo's 
■first preskleat, Sylvanus Olynqiio. 
The court said the son 
masterminded the coup attenqiL 

Fourteen people were 
sentenced to life iaqsrisonment at 


the end of the two-d^ trial before 
a qsedal state security coun. 

Four others were given 
one-year terms, one man was 
sentenced to one month in prison 
and three were acquitted. 

During die coup atteoqit on 
Sept. 23, attackeis describe by 
authorities as a 60-strong 
“terrorist oommando'’ tried to 
storm Eyadema's barracks 
residence in the strongest 
chaDenge to his 19-year-rule. 
Twenty-rix people were officially 
report^ killed. 
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THINGS AREN’T WHAT THET SEEM 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*A983 
^J3 
0Q764 
4632 

WEST EAST 

4764 4K102 

'TB4 <TK2 

'M09SS32 CaKJ 
*J‘4 4KQ1097 

SOUTH 
4QJ5 

7AQ109876 
Void 
4A86 
The bldding: 

East Sooth West North 
14 4 <7 Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 4. 


When the lie of the cards favors 
declarer, you can sometimes create 
the illusion that bad things are 
about to happen. Pew are better at 
this ‘ than Pakistani ace Zia 
Mahmood. Watch him weave his 
spell on declarer in aseemingly im- 
pregnable four-heart contract. 

The auction was brief and no one 
could quibble with South's ded- 
sion to bid four hearts. It might 


seem that declarer's ody losers are 
two dubs and a spade, since the 
king of hearts can be picked up 
with a finesse. 

West led the jack of' dubs, East 
overtook with the queen and de- 
clarer won Che ace. He ran the 
queen of spades, and Zia 
followed with the ten. 

Now declarer's imagination 
went to work. If the ten were a 
singleton, East would ruff the 
second spade, then get to his 
partner either with a club or a 
dub ruff to trump another spade 
for Che setting crick. Since he ap- 
parently had no spade loser, de- 
clarer opted to play the ace of 
hearts aiMl another. Finis. 

3a won the king of hearts, 
cashed two dubs and then cried the 
king of diamonds. Oedarer ruffed 
that, but it didn't help him a blL No 
matter how he wrig^ed, he had to 
concede the setting trick to Zia's. 
king of spades. . 

There are many situations where 
this ^pe of falsecard can gain a 
tridc for the defense. If you want 
CO carry it off successfully, how- 
ever, you must master the art of 
making the deceptive pl^ smooth- 
ly. If you chink about it for a while, 
you fool no one. 


White House 
records only 
Reagan talks 
with foreigners, 
Speakes. says 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
White House does not have any 
tqieieooidit^ system like tiie one 
installed during Richard Nixon's 
president^, but does pab± some 
of PiesideDt Ronald Regan’s 
calls with fi3iei^ leaders through 
the situatkKi room so they can be 
tap^ a spokesman has said. 

Prejodential ^kesman Larry 
Speakes said he was not aware OS 
any time, other than discusskxis 
with foreign leaders, that Mr. 
Reagan's tdephone ocKiversations 
have been ta^-reoordod. 

Mr. Speakes said the calls were 
taped only occasionally, usually 
for record keep^ purposes when 
a langu^ qusdified note-taker is 
not available. He said the patching 
system has ccisted since the early 
1960s. 

Mr. Speakes also said the 
situation room — the 
crisB-mooitoring office in tire 
basement of the White House — 
has a video conference system that 
is hooked iq) with die National 
Militaiy Command Centre in the 
Pentagon, aUowmg officials to see 
and hear each other. 

However, White House 
spokesman Dan Howard said the 
^stem has been used only rarely 
and that while it has the cspabili^ 
to record conferences, no 
recordh^ has been done. 

Mr. Speakes discussed the 
different systems after the 
Washmgton Post reported that “a 
sophisticated White House 
conuxiuiiications system that can 
record some teleji^ae calls and 
meetings and pr^rve messages 
and documents written on 
National Security Council 
computer terminals may contain 
information on the secret Iran 
arms affair,'* 

Mr. Speakes said: “We're not 
trying to bi^ anyone here.” 

Mr. Howard said the telephone 
recording system in the situation 
room amounted to a box-like tape 
reooider that has to be switched 
-on manoally to get the tape 
rolUng. 

It has been known for some 
time that the White House 
electronics system also includes a 
conqniter network for interoffice 
comxndaicBtions by staff mernbcTS 
oi tire Nattoral'Securi^ Cou^. 
including Lt.-Col. Olrm Noifo, 
who was fired last mraitb to his 
role in the Lan-omiza affair. 



— — II I — 

ilieV<9a9er drags iUwfogtqisduri^ takeoff last Suadayraan attuBpttoseta record by drctnig the 
eertii nookaltq) witiioat rcfoeDing. 

Voyager heads home across Atl^fic 

MOJAVE, California (AP) — 

Voyager headed bomewani across 
the Atlantic Satunh^, its crew a 
little bruised from being j<»tled by 
turbulence in the quest to drcfe 
the globe without stopping or 
refuell^. 

Voyager left Africa's turbulent 
skies Friday casing what its 
giouitd crew believecTwas plenty 
of fuel for the final tiiird stretch of 
the 40,152 kilometre journey, 
which could be completed as eatiy 
as Tuesd^ morning. 

“1 personally feel he'll be back 
here on tune or eariy and widt 
gobs of gas,'* said Voyager 
designer Burt Rutan. 

Pilots Dick Rutan, the 
designer’s brother, and Jeana 
Yeager had to don oxygen masks 


as Voyager climbed to 6,000 
metres to clear mountain ranges 
and fierce storms over Africa. 

Tire experimental airplane 
cleared Afirica'swest coast around 
OIXX) GMT Samrd^, pnriect 
spokesman Peter Rira said at 
Voyager headquarters. 

A r^)ort posted m tiie Voyager 
hangar Friday noted that toe 
crew's status was “excellent, 
except for sores horn turbulence 
iojpset with cabin roof and floor." 

Dr. George Jutila, the flight 
surgeon, said his fears about some 
permanent loss of hearing for the 
pilots had been allmred riigbtly 
after learning eariy Fr^ay that an 
electronic device was woriung 
better than he had toought in 
suppresing engine nose. 


However. Dr. JutDasaid he still 
believes the pair could suffersome 
loss in hear^. 

“Dick and Jeana had both 
accepted this as a risk. They also 
knew they were going to come 
back black and blue. They 
accepted that," Dr. Jutila said. 

At 0030 GMT Saturday, the 
ground crew reported Voyager 
had covered 26,000 kilometres 
and was 14,704 kilometres from 
Edwards Air Force Base, 
California, where it took off 
Sunday. 

Voyager began the ocean 
crossing after its designer and 
technical staff concluded toe 
airplane had as mudi as 500 
kflogrammes more fud aboard 
than logs of fuel usage showed. 


Student protesters block Shanghai 


SHANGHAI (R) - Thousands 
of studente calling for democraty 
took to toe streets Saturday after 
an overact sit-in protest outside 
Qty in the most daring 
di^lay so far of the unrest 
sweeping caoqsuses aooss Qiina. 

Traffic ground to a halt outside 
Chy Ffell and In the main slipping 
street as banner-waving students 
mardied ann-in-arni torou^ the 
eastern port city after riaimwig 
that some of their leaders had 
been beaten ig) fay police. 

Witnesses to 20,000 

people took part in toe rcmxh 
torough the city centre . They were 
watched by enthusiastic 
bystanders, some of whom 
peidaed ib toe biancbes of trees 
tossing food andqgarettes to the 
studeqts. 

Students from Shanghai's 
Tongji Univezsity told Titers 
toat up to 3,000 had camped 


outside Oty Hall night whfle their 
representatives held e^t hours of 
talks with N&yor Jiang Zemin, 
lasting until three a.m. Saturday 
(1900 GMT Friday). 

Th^ took to the streets a g ^in 
early this afternoon afiera student 
leader announced megaphone 
toat the mayor had asked for more 
time to ocmsider four demands. 
'Tile request was seen by the 
students as pointing to their 
rejection. 

The students said th^ had 
asked for more democracy, 
greater press freedom, 
arecognitkm of toe student protests 
as lty*l and official guarantees of 
their peisonal safety. 

Ma^ students Bold Reuters that 
at least three of liieirnumber were 
beaten ig) Of police about 6 aan. 
Satuidsy (2200 GMT EWay) 
after toey ignored loudspeaker 
reqaeststoend their sit-ia outride 


toe palatial City Hail buflding. 

Some said police videotaped toe 
demonstration on toe city's 
historic riverside Bund 
Boulevard. 

No further vblence bad been 
reported by late afternoon 
Saturday, toe third consecutive 
day of street protests in Shanghai. 

Some students said toe unrest in 
Shanghai was triggered when 
police beat up a student ^too tried 
to go near the stage at a pop 
concert by an AmoKan group 
here about a week bgo. 

A giDiq> of students chanting 
pro-democracy slogans held high 
a banner declaring “police 
sinq>iess and beat students — 
Wo^ is justice?" 

- -"tts just like toe Cultural 
RevDliition,” an old woman said 
as she watched protest oiganiscis 
stand arm-in-arm to mairiial the 
crowds. 


72 Chinese die in November accidents 


PEKING (AP) — A privatety 
owned fe^ capsized on a river in 
southern China last naonth, and 54 
of toe 91 people Rbcmrd drowned, 
the China Daily reported 
Saturday. 

The report said toe accident 
occurred ou the Beipan River in 
Guiriiou province on Nov. 16. It 


was blamed on overcrowding. 

On toe same d^, nine drowned 
in a sktdlar fe^ accident in 
nei^bouring Yunnan province, 
the newspaper said. Nine others 
died m two separate boato^ 
agents the same week in l-hioao 
and Guizhou provinces, it said. 

No explanation was given for 


the delay in reporting the 
accideats. 

The Ministiy of Transport has 
urged local river traffic authorities 
to ti^ten management of rural 
passenger boats, particularly 
ferries driveo by prirate owners, 
because of the toarp- rise in boat 
accidents this year, China Daily 
said. 


U.N. 

unanimously 

adopts 

major 

reforms 

UNTTED NATIONS (AP) -The 
General Assembly has 
unanimously adopted major 
admintstrative and budgeteiy 
reforms aimed at rescuing toe 
United lotions from bankiiqraty. 

U.N. officials hoped toe action 
would placate critics to toe U.S. 
Congress and bring about 
restoration of at least part of toe 
SI 10 mOlioo cut in the American 
U.N. contribution this year. 

U.S. Ambassador Vernon 
Walters, who had pushed hard for 
the r^orms, hailed passage of the 
resolution saying: * Tfs a gmt dsy 
for toe Unit^ States. It is great 
day for the United Natkms.'’ 

Assembly President Humayun 
Rasheed Cboudhury of 
Rangiariftsh tokl the assembly 
“adoption of this historic 
resolution can truly be considered 
an achievement of this session of 
which all of us can be justly 
proud.” 

The agreement came after 
weeks of hard baij^ining between 
the major donors, mcludnra toe 
United States and Soviet Ulwn, 
on one side, and toe non-aligned 


majority on toe otoer. Both sides 
daimea to have gotten what to^ 
wanted but %reed toat good win 
would be needed to make the new 
system wodt. 

The resolution includes a key 
demand of toe United States, 
vtoid) made its cuts citing waste 
and mismanagement and 
demanding a greater influence on 
budget matters for the draiois. 

The resolution says the 
Cbmmittee for Programme and 
Cbordination, which is to toe 
key role in setting budget ceui 
and content, should reach 
decisions by consensus — or Ity 
general agreement. 

The consensus rule would, in 
effect, give each of the 21 
mentoeis of toe committee a veto, 
and thus more ckxit to the mator 
donors represented on the 
committee. 

During backstage ba^ioii^ 
toe consensus idea ran into st^ 
opposition fiom Third World 
countries jealous of the 
ooe-oaDDn, one-vote provisioa of 
the UJ4. diarter. The provisbo 
gave them control over the budget 
though to^ paid only a sn^ 
fiacnon of U.N. costs. 

To reflect their concern, toe 
resolution acknowledges toat toe 
budget-making process stfll is 
governed Ity charter provisions. 
This leaves open the possibility of 
deddtng ^ majority vote if 
consensus is not reached in toe 
oommittee, where Third World 
countries have an edge. 

Without consensus, however, 
there is an implicit threat that the 
United States, the largest U.N. 
donor, would not pay its full 
assessed sbareof 25 perceotof toe 
budget. In 1986, toe United States 
pakfonly SlOO miUkm of its S210 
million assessment, thereby 
bringing the world body to toe 
brink of bankruptcy. 


Pentagon wants space station for SDl research 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Defence Department decided 
it may want to use toe S8 bilUoa 
space station for “Star Wars” 
research, a policy reversal likely to 
iquet toe European. Japanese and 
Qmadian pikers in tte project 

In solicitmg partic^tion by 
otoer countries in tiie station the 
last two years, U.S. space ^ncy 
and State Department officials 
have played down m^taiy uses 
and stremed its operation as a 
research laboratory for 
government and industzy. In 
ooogressioaa] hearings- Defence 
Department witnesses have 
disavowed any mterest to using 
toe station. 

Now that seems to have 
changed. 

Ihe Pentagon is drawing up an 
“update of our ^raoe poliOT'' toat 
Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinbezger plans to issue soon, 
said a Defence . Department 
official who asked not to be 
identified. 

“The space station wc are 
talking about is a system toat is 
to be ia space functioiiiDg 
r 30-odd years, probably more,” 
he said. 

“b it out of the question toat 
during that period of time, 
important national security 
fuzictions, boto in defence and 
intelli^ace, might find a use for 
sudi a natioiial jisse^" 

Aviation Week and Space 
techhology, the industry 
magaziae, says in its Dec. 22 issue 
that the next round of station 
negotiations wito mternatiot^ 
parteeis will be postponed “until 
the UB. can devekqi a new 
oegotiating position to ensure that 
Defence Department 
partic^tioQ cannot be vetoed by 
Europe,Japan or Canada once Ute 
facility is operational." 

The magazine said senior 
officials of the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) bdieve 


toe move “will result in an angry 
response from toe mteinational 
pamers who have based their 
participation on a totally civilian 
station operation." 

The Defence Department 
official said be b not aware of any 
re^)on$e from the Europe^, 
who planned to add a 52 ofllion 
facility to toe- station, or the 
' Japanese, who had talked about a 
51 billion module, or horn the 
Canadians. 

“It's been something that has 
unfolded in the last couple of 
weeks." the official said. “Tb^ 
have to decide whether to 
participate and on what basis." 

Another official said toe air 
force “never said we are not 
interested at all in toe ^ce 
station. We intend to preserve the 
United States options to use the 
space station throughout its life in 
ways supportive ot our national 
seoirity interests across toe board. 
It means economic, competitive 
capabilities, it means perhaps 
defence-related activities. It 
doesn’t mean we are going to put 
weapons on space stations. 
Nob^y has such plans.” 

The air force official, wbo also 
asked not to be named, said other 
countries m^t have mistaken a 
policy of restricting space ventures 
to “peaceful purposes" as 
meanmg oofl-oulitary. 

“We wSl limit our use of outer 
space for peaceful purposes," be 
said. “Our is that 

anytoii^ toe United Srates does, 
including the Department of 
Defence, is m the name of peace. 
Ilfs not appropriate to say tiiat 
SDI is not for peacefol purposes 
and therefore should not be done 
in outer space.'* 

A State Dq»rtmept official, 
who also asked not to be named, 
said nego tiatois bad made it clear 
from the. beginning that. the 
military might make use of the 
station "but not formally on toe 
record." 

He said tiie new polity win be 


is»ed because “the Department 
of Defence is looking for 
something more formal. ... they 
are trying to make this option 
more dear to our partners." 

Aviation week said the Defence 
Department feels it must assert its 
ri^t to station-based research 
because of reduced shuttle flights 
in the wake of the Qialleng^ 
explosion, Soviet advances in 
space and Star Wars research 
rkiuireDients. 

But the Defence Oepartinent 
official said “ this is an evolution 
our ihinkiiig” and not linked 
directly to the Challenger 
accident. 

The Defence Departineot on 
Friday dismissed the Soviet 
Union's claim toat it could easily 
fofl a Stair Wars anti-missile’ 
defence tystem, ssQring sudi a 
shield would not have to be 
impenetrable to be effective. 

“There are a vaiiely of ways in 
which advanced defences could 
raamtain their effectiveness even 
in the face of Soviet 
counter-measures," the Pent^on 
argued. 

“The veiy amcept of layered 
defences is important in this 
respect. Moreover, advanced 
tecrmologies could counter new 
types of offensive threats over 
time,” it said. 

Any tystem toat could block 
most, if not all, nuclear missiles 
fired at toe United Slates would 
cooqto'cate Soviet war planning, 
toe Pentagon oontiDued. 

‘To achieve the required level 
of survivability against defence 
suppression techniques, a 
defensive tystem need not be 
invulnerable, but must be able to 
mainiaiQ a sufficient d^ree of 
effectiveness to fulfDl its mission 
even in tiie face of determined 
attadcs,” it said. 

'The defences we seek would 
provide strong mcentives to' 
reduce offeosive arms and strong 
dzsiucentives for countering 


defences wito new or additional 
offensive forces." 

The Pentagon statement was 
released in rospoose to a report 
prepared by Soviet scientists and 
provided to reporters in Moscow 
CM) Wedoesdty. 

The 147-page work. Weaponry 
in Space: The Dilemma of 
Security, is believed to be toe first 
published account for public 
distribution of possible 
counter-measures to any Star 
Wars tystem. Imown formally as 
the Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI). 

The report concluded that 
orbiting mines, space “shrapnel," 
lasers and dummy missiles could 
foil any Star Wars threat and 
would be availdrle through what 
toe Soviet scientists * ctuled an 
'inexpensive, retaliatory “tool 
IdL” 

The Star Wats pxogranune is an 
effort to develop lasers and other 
types of exotic weapons that could 
be dqilctyed in space or on the 
ground to automatically shoot 
down nudear missiles fii^ at toe 
United States or its allies. 

The programme envirions toe- 
use of a mix of weapons in 
different layers raovn^ tom the 
ground to space, whh each layer 
designed toattadc nudearmi^es 
at a different stage of their fli^L 

Critics of the programme, 
including some prominent 
scientists, have disnuraed tiie idea 
of erecting soch a shield as 
technologic^ ing>ossibie. Hie 
administratkMi has le^nded the 
feasibility of a space sfwkl cannot 
be assessed without research. 
That is an it is doing at this point 

One significant a^tect M the 
new Soviet report was a 
suggestion that Star Wars could be 
ovenome by dixectly anademg it 
— a tactic Imown as “defence 
suppress" — as opposed to 
modfying nuclear missiles 
themsdves to help thempenetratc 
anydiield. 



Einstein’s letter 
sold for $220,000 

NEW. YORK (AP) - Publisher 
Malcolm Fotbra on Friday paid 

5220.000 for a version of the 
letter Albert Einstein sent to 
President Franklin Roosevelt, 
urging him to pursue the 
possfoiiity of an atomic bomb. 
TCfore the sale, officials at 
Christie's Auction House had 
estimated the letter would go for 

540.000 to 560,000. The letter 
was written in 1939, when 
Hungarian-born Leo Szilard 
asked Einstein’s help in 
oonvBQcing Mr. Roosevelt of toe 
need for an atomic programme. 
Szilard wrote two letters of 
diffeirat lengths, and Einstein 
•si gned both. On Oct. 11, the 
Irager letter was sent, to Mr. 
Roosevelt. He responded by 
setting up toe committee that 
ultimately resulted in the 
Manhattan Project.Theletterthat 
was sent is in toe oollectioa of the 
F ranlclin Roosevelt Library in 
Hyde Park. Forbes said he \rauld 
place toe letter he bou^t in his 
gallery in Manhattan. 


Soviet rock star 
takes part in 
Japan Aid concert 

TOKYO (AP) - Soviet rock star 
Stas Namin joined American and 
Brititii singers Saturdty in Idcking 
off a two-day diazity concert 
modelled after last year's 
U5.-British Live Aid benefit. An 
estimated crowd of 20.000 
attendnig die openix^ day of toe 
15-hour show heard music by 
Japanese and African artists 
peifonning at Jingu Baseball 
Stadium, officials said. Rodtets 
Peter Gabriel and Howard Jones, . 
as well as Nona Heodiyx, Jackson 
Browne. Rebecca. Takako Shiiai 
and toe Crazy Boys and Yoshihiio 
Kai performed under sunny skies 
at the 34,000-seat stadium, said 
Sbigeni Yoshida, spokesman for 
Japan Aid, toe group oiganisiDg 
the event. The concert ditobed 
Hurricane brae after toe Greek 
goddess of peace, began at noon 
(0300 GMT) and was sdieduled 
to continue for seven boms on 
Saturday, then begin again on 
Sunday for eight hours. Namin, 
uriiose six albums have sold 30 
million records in Eastern Eun^ 
and toe Soviet Union, was the first 
Soviet singer to make a rode 
video, and tbe first and only rode 
star whose group has toured 
abroad, organisers said. 
Oi^misers hope to raise SI 
mxDioo fiom the concert, which is 
an official event of toe United' 
Natiem's International Year of 
Peace. The money will be donated 
to the Japan UNICEF Association 
and toe Tokyo-based United 
Nations Uoiversiiy. as well to the 
University for Peace, a UJ4. 
academic institution in Costa 
Rica. 


Theft reported from 
Tower of London 


LONDON (R) • Thefts from 
Britain's most famous fortr^, the 
Tower of London which houses 
toe crown jewels, was reported by 
police. They said an ornate 
powder flask and a snuff box were 
Stolen from a storeroom at toe 
TowePs Royal Armoury where 
toey were left while awaiting 
arzangemeot in a new dimity. The 
items, p^ of a set of sporting guns 
and equq)ment made as a present 
by the imperial arms fectoiy for 
Empress Elizabeth of Russia in 
1752, were on loan by an 
unidentified collectof and were 
valued at a total of £12,000 
($17,000). “But they ate priceless 
in terms ai their historical value," 
a polioe spokeswoman said. 


Youth suicides up 
44 per cent in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — Youth suicides 
in Japan rose 44 per cent in toe 
first 11 months of this year, and 

suicUes by gills in the same period 

soared 77 per cent over 1985, 
accoidiog to a police report 
released Saturday. The National 
Police Agenty report on youths 

aged 19 or rouDger said a growing 

number of jouth suicides wm 
attributed to sdtool pioblons, an 
issue of national concern in recent 
years. The report said 26 per cent 
of die 723 total suicides reported 
in tbe first 11 months of the year 
were related to school proUems, 
conqxucd wito 24 per cent of toe 

eases in tbe same period lak year. 

SoiM 501 suicides were reported 
during die ll-monto period last 
year^Also-toisfcar,13 percentof 
the suickieS were attrfouted to 
family problems, 11 per cent to 
love and 9 percent to skknessor 
disease, toe r^it said. 
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